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The GSD League of Great Britain  

The GSDL was founded in 1919 and is the oldest GSD breed society in the United Kingdom. The primary objective of the GSDL is to 

protect and promote the German Shepherd Dog. As a memberõs society, the GSDL also facilitates the participation of GSD owners in 

many activities which this versatile breed can excel in.  

The GSDL has been at the forefront of innovation ð founding the BVA Hip scoring scheme in 1978, the National Dog Tattoo Register  in 

1986 and the British Regional Groups in 2010 ð running the first UK shows to have mandatory health test requirements on all adul t dogs.  

The GSDL is a KC registered society and also a member of the World Union of GSD Clubs (WUSV).  

The GSDL Council is responsible for the proper running of all GSDL activities and its members are elected by its members.  

Whether your interest in the GSD is purely as a companion or you want to breed, show, train, or compete with your GSD,  this is the club 

to actively participate in to gain the most out of your love of the German Shepherd Dog.  



 

4 

GSD League Chairpersons Report 

Autumn 2025  

 

 

Greetings to all our Members;  

 

 I hope the end of year celebrations went well with all! So we have left 2025 

behind us; a year which I am sure has had personal highs and lows for 

everyone.  

From your Councilõs perspective, 2025 was a year that encompassed both success and significant 

challenges; challenges which have taken us into unknown territory, facing situations previously unknown 

to our Officers and Members.  

We however weathered these difficulties and, as a consequence, I would like to mention those 

individuals on the Council who put a great deal of time and effort behind the scenes into resolving 

them, individuals who are often overlooked in terms of acknowledgment and recognition.  

I thank you all sincerely.  

I hope we can now put these matters behind us, and move forward into 2026 with both harmony 

confidence, working with, promoting and protecting our beautiful breed.  

Please also remember that your Council is here to serve you, and do not hesitate to approach us on 

any matter you wish.  

Good luck to you all; may your aspirations and dreams be realised.  

 

Kindest regards  

Chris Bows  

  

 

Patron  

Wendy Stephens  

Council Members  

Henriette Bohnstedt  

Chris Bows 

Treasurer/Secretary  

Mrs Carole Lister  

President  

Mr John Ward  
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Martin Davies  

Warrant Wood Farmhouse  

Warrant Road, Market Drayton  

Vice Presidents  

Mr Syd Farley  

Mr Ron White  

Lucy Loi  

Stephen Horrocks  

Shropshire TF9 2JA 

Tel : 01630 638540 

Chairman  

Mr Chris Bows 

Shirley Hutchinson  

Alison Lawrence  

 

 Carole Lister  

Heather MacDonald  

General Membership Secretary  

Alison Lawrence  

  

Wendy Stephens  

inuhausgsds@gmail.com    
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Hello and a warm welcome to the first edition of the 2026 GSDL Magazine.  

 

2025 proved to be a busy yet highly productive year for the BRG, with several successful shows, character 

assessments, Koerungs, and ADs taking place around the country.  

 

Across Europe, several British kennels achieved outstanding results in 2025, particularly at the BSZS in Nuremberg. Many cong rat ula-

tions to all involved ñyour dedication, hard work, and commitment are truly commendable. I recognise the challenges, expenses, 

and time required, so my genuine respect goes to everyone taking this rewarding journey. It is encouraging to see participati on 

steadily growing.  

 

Turning to Great Britain, on behalf of the BRG E.C, I extend sincere congratulations to the winners and participants in the B RG Top 

10 results for 2025, and to those who achieved Gold Medal status ñan achievement to truly be proud of.  

Remember, to be eligible for the BRG Gold Medal and Annual Awards, you must be a member of the GSDL and BRG. If you 

wish to join, please visit the homepage of the GSDL at www.gsdleague.com  and follow the prompts for membership, or 

find guidance on the British Regional Group Page on Facebook.  

 

To make it easier for everyone to keep track of our upcoming events, hereõs a summary of whatõs scheduled for the next few 

months:  

 

¶ 21 March:  National Koerung, judged by Heather Macdonald at Tuppenhurst Farm, Rugeley, Midlands  

¶ 22 March:  Spring Show including Annual Awards and Presentations, judged by WUSV International Judge Peter Schorling 

(Sweden) at Tuppenhurst Farm, Rugeley  

25 April:  Scottish Regional Event at Strathaven, judged by SV Judge Uwe Sprenger (also a selected judge for this yearõs BSZS in 

Germany)  

 

The 2025 Annual Awards and Presentation event will take place during the show on 22 March.  

 

If you need any further information, please contact the BRG secretary by email  mailto:gsdlbrg@gmail.com  

 

I am delighted to include in this magazine an article from Herr Patrick Send (SV Judge) on the current situation of inbreedin g w ith 

our breed, featuring thoughtful suggestions to address ongoing challenges. My sincere thanks to Herr Send and also to Mr Robe rto  

Caputi for his three contributions: one on assessing a GSD, one on assessing progeny groups and another on evaluating a kenne l 

group. I hope these pieces provide valuable insights into a judgeõs perspective during assessments and gives you food for 

thought.  

 

With February already upon us, the British Sieger Event is just around the corner, so keep an eye out for the entry form. If you  are 

interested in sponsoring our Gold, Silver, or Bronze packages, please get in touch with me directly.  

 

For a full calendar of our events and shows in 2026, please visit the BRG section of the GSDL website (see above)  

Weõd love to hear about your experiences at recent shows or your thoughts on the articles featured in this issueñplease share 

them with us via email or on our Facebook page. Your stories and feedback help us build an even stronger community.  

 

Looking ahead, weõre excited to develop future editions with spotlights on Gold Medal winners, interviews, and features on ken-

nels achieving notable success. If you have a story youõd like to share, or know someone who should be featured, do let us know!  

 

I wish every one of you the best of health and success for 2026.  

 

Heather Macdonald (Chair)  

  

 British  

Regional  

 Group  

http://www.gsdl
mailto:gsdlbrg@gmail.com
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WDG Chair report spring 2026  

 

The organization has had another year of growth with five new clubs joining us in the 

last year, we now have 51 active clubs. Our activity level has reached a new all time high with signifi-

cant increases in the number of trials and trial entries. This is now the 4 th consecutive year of increase in 

our activity level, a great measure of a healthy growing organization. Over 400 entries in 43 club trials 

saw our overall activity level go up by more than 20% compared to last year and we are still seeing a 

lot of new dogs starting their IGP journey. In 2024 more than 100 dogs did their BH which was a record 

for us and it is nice to see that they have been doing their IGP titles this year with the number of IGP2 

and IGP3 titles at club trial up significantly. Another batch of young dogs are following them as we had 

a new record number of BHs in 2025 of over 120. It is also very pleasing that the new FH rules has meant 

that more people are doing their FH titles. We are also in a strong position with our licenced helper pool 

which currently consists of an impressive 52 licensed helpers: 10 A grades, 34 B grades, and 8 C for life 

helpers.  

The most active clubs in 2025 were:  

1st: Severnside  

2nd : Hunsbridge  

3rd: South Cheshire  

The qualification trials for the FCI and WUSV World Championship again resulted in both teams being 

made up entirely of GSDL -WDG members.  

Team GBs results from the world Championships were:  

FCI WC 2025 ð     Vitoria -Gasteiz, Spain  

Kat Farrants   Solarwind Power and Glory  89 85 70 244 87th  

Sally Hibbert   Avonwolf Double Dutch  77 80 80 237 94th  

Brian Keenan   Avonwolf Falco   75 88 72 235 100th  

John Williams   Avonwolf Delta Warrior  77 81 73 231 101st  

Oliver French   Catello Hex    73 83 DQ DQ DQ  

 

WUSV 2025 ð Nova Gorica, Slovenia  

Alan Wood   Vrochas Cami at Shangay   90 80 87 257 40th  

Jennie Fincham   Finchpark Ella     96 73 83 252      52nd   

Aiden Jackson   Hundenkraft Quartz    00 88 96 NQ NQ 

Jim Jackson    Hartshill Achilles    Withdrawn injured  
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Chairman  

Henriette Bohnstedt  

 

Vice Chairperson  

Becky Lyons  
 

 

General Secretary  

Martin Davies  

Membership Secretary  

Lucy Loi  

 

Treasurer 

 Alison Lawrence  

 

Committee  

            Dean Banks  

Major Events Co -ordinator  

Bethan Allen  

 

Events Co -ordinator  

Aly Brooks 

 

Helper Co -ordinator  

Claire Brown  

GSD League Working Dog Group Executive Committee  

Unusually we were only able to send 4 competitors to the WUSV World Championships due to the 80 -80-80 

and minimum 250 rule. This is a WUSV rule and not a WDG rule! We would advise all members who are in-

terested in going for the team to make sure they have this score in the book since the last World Champi-

onship before the joint selection trial.  

Our Nationals was held on the 25 th & 26 th of October with Diane Segers from Belgium judging. This was a 

very well attended event, organized by Chase and Halesowen at Willenhall RFC, a very nice venue which 

we will also be using for the WUSV Joint Selection trial this year. Thanks to the clubs for putting on this great 

event and the super party Saturday night with the trip down memory lane.  

Congratulations to the 2025 National Champion Edmond Kan with his homebred GSD Hohenburg Gon 

and to all the participant who made this a great event. Top 3 were:  

1st Edmund Kan    Hohenburg Gon (GSD)    95 93 94 282 

2nd  Jennifer Fincham   Finchpark Ella (GSD)    99 94 88 281 

3rd Aidan Jackson   Hundenkraft Quartz    97 88 93 278 

Thank you to everyone who works hard for the organization; my fellow committee members, our judges, 

helpers and all the people in the clubs who are the backbone of the organization and our sport. I hope all 

our member are successful with what they hope to achieve this year.  

 

 

Henriette Bohnstedt  

 

 

 

 

GSDL-WDG Chairperson  
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GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG HEALTH UPDATE SPRING 2026 

As I write this, the rain is being pushed along on a stiff gale and my thoughts turn to 
our dogs who may live in kennels. A dry kennel with suitable bedding ï off the floor 
and with some soft material ï is not a problem for a healthy dog with a good coat, but 
over the years I have seen many dogs who live in unsuitable buildings. Please bear this 
in mind for the sake of their wellbeing and longevity. 

The Kennel Club has moved the GSD from Category 3 to Category 2 (on the way to 
where it should be ï Category 1). 

There is now a wealth of information on the Kennel Club site for all breeds : put in 
German Shepherd Dog and follow the links. 

The pre-breeding health screening is shown as follows: All animals being bred from 
should have the first three tests, with good results. 

Hip Dysplasia (HD) testing (BVA/KC Hip Dysplasia Scheme) 

Elbow Dysplasia (ED) testing (BVA/KC Elbow Dysplasia Scheme) 

DNA test for Degenerative Myelopathy (DM) 

Eye Testing for Hereditary Cataract (BVA/KC/ISDS Eye Scheme) 

It can be difficult for puppy buyers to find sensible information about what to look for 
and check when buying a puppy. For many owners a German Shepherd Dog is part of 
the family and good temperament is the No.1 priority for a long-term companion. If 
you are lucky, you will also get a dog with character ! The temperament of the mother 
and father and the puppies themselves is paramount. When you go to see a litter, always 
see the dogs running loose. Take note of how they approach you, they should be calm 
and curious. Temperament and character are not the same, as a dog with a good temper-
ament may not have much character. If you have lived with dogs in the past, you will 
recognise the difference, but it is hard to explain in a short article. 

After temperament, then breed type, sex, colour, coat, etc. are all relevant. Donôt be 
afraid to ask questions ï and, no, nobody knows all the answers ! A brief word of warn-
ing about ñcolourò. The official and world wide recognised standard colours are listed 
in the breed standard, so if you see any other colour being sold as ñrareò (with a price 
tag to match) beware! Most are just proof that someone wants to charge extra for a non 
standard colour , but some can carry health risks e.g. Colour dilute alopecia. They are 
usually ñrareò for a reason and the early breeders did not consider them appropriate for 
the breed when drawing up the standard. Interestingly, some of the early Guide Dogs 
were white. 
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Once you have found your puppy, be it for a pet, show dog or working dog, join a club for further infor-
mation. Our oldest club is the German Shepherd Dog League of Great Britain Secretary : Mrs Carole 
Lister ï e-mail: carolelister21@gmail.com 

Other regional clubs can be contacted via the GSD Breed Council Secretary : Ann Swift ï e-mail: 
monksley@btinternet.com 

Two important things to remember when you pick your puppy up 
from the breeder ï make sure that gates are shut and door to house 
is open BEFORE you get him/her out of the car ï always. 

When introducing your puppy to his new home, a quiet introduc-
tion to the occupants and a chance to investigate quietly, is prefera-
ble to a noisy reception ï he/she will feel much more confident 
from the word go if he is not being called by everyone. Try not to 
keep picking him up, but go down to his level to make a fuss (for 
going outside to be clean and eating his food). Also practice from 
the beginning taking his toys away briefly when he brings then to 
you and praising him for that. Remember to watch him after feed-
ing, playing and when he wakes up and take him outside IMMEDI-
ATELY to avoid accidents. It is much easier to prevent unwanted 
habits than cure them. Also, please make sure that toys are safe for 
him ï no tennis balls, especially as he gets older. 

The breed is engaged in ongoing research into health issues in the breed. One of the most important at 
present is samples for Haemangiosarcoma (tumours affecting the organs of the abdomen (heart, liver, 
lungs and most commonly the spleen). Work is on-going at the University of Nottingham and I have the 
fixative if you veterinary surgeon needs it to send a sample to Professor Mark Dunning. Please contact 
me. 

One aspect of dog care that is often overlooked is how they are coping with ageing as our dogs do not 
make a fuss about getting older. So it is a good idea check that things are normal for the age of the dog 
and make a note of changes in behaviour, eating, drinking, mobility , stiffness and any signs of pain. 
Daily/weekly checks for things such as lumps, particularly mammary tumours in bitches, nail length, 
coughing, scuffing or dragging the hind feet, but still enjoying walks and going out in the car. A non-
slippery floor and a bed in a draft-free corner are needed now and perhaps raised food and water bowls. 

One of lifeôs true emergences is GDV/bloat (gastric dilation and volvulus) and is usually found in older 
dogs, from about seven years. They are restless and not able to get comfortable ï and have what I can 
only describe as an ñinward lookò and pale gums, weakness and collapse. My own two, who were a 
grand-mother and grand-daughter, were both 10 İ years old at the time they became ill. Time is of the 
essence if there is to be any chance of an operation to relieve the symptoms before the tumour bursts. So, 
with older, kennelled dogs, please check them last thing at night. 

As with all health problems in the breed, I have records covering many years of collecting details and 
owners/breeders send me the registered name of the dog/bitch, copy of the pedigree (which saves a lot of 
time ï but I can do it) and details of diagnosis, treatment given and date of death if applicable. All infor-
mation is confidential and I thank everyone who has kindly sent details for the files. 

Chris Hazell (Mrs) 

German Shepherd Dog Breed Health Co-ordinator Tel: 01544 327104 e-mail: chrishazell44@gmail.com 
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WUSV-World Championship IGP 2025  

https://www.caniva.com/event/21610/WUSV-World-Championship-IGP-2025
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WUSV-World Championship IGP 2025  

 

Tracking judge (sport)                                

Raino Fluegge  

  Canada  

 

Obedience Judge (sport)  

Ilona Fornal  

  Germany  

 

Protection Judge (sport)  

Jiri Tichy 

  Czech Republic                           

 

 

  

 GB-1 Aidan Jackson   Hundenkraft Quartz        0 88 96 184 U   

40 GB-2  Alan Wood    Vrochas cami at Shangay     90 80 87 257 G   

52 GB-3 Jennifer Fincham   Finchpark Ella       96 73 83 252 G   

          GB-4 Jim Jackson    Hartshill Achilles         Retired Injured     0   

https://www.caniva.com/event/21610/WUSV-World-Championship-IGP-2025
https://www.working-dog.com/user/Raino-Fluegge-27512
https://www.working-dog.com/user/Ilona-Fornal-17566
https://www.working-dog.com/user/Jiri-Tichy-156718
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WUSV-World Championship IGP 

https://www.caniva.com/event/21610/WUSV-World-Championship-IGP-2025
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Carony Lady In Red BH, IGP3, FH-V  

By Anneka Powell  

 

Carony Lady In Red  

(Jahresjugendsieger Belgium 2018 + Best junior Karlita V. Hause Rehberg x Mch Henry Optima Grata 

at Porth ZVV1)  

 

 

I am one proud breeder, owner, handler and trainer of my super Maggie. 4th IGP1 boxer in the UK 

and the only V score in tracking with the highest overall total points 241  

First and only UK boxer to achieve FH -V  

Second IGP2 boxer in the UK with the highest tracking & protection with the highest total 

points 252  

First UK boxer to achieve IGP3 total overall score of 238 points.  

None of these achievements would have been possible without the help and support of 

true friends who wanted to see us succeed and stood by our side come what may! And to 

all at my club Severnside SDC who have supported and helped.  

I am extremely proud of my beautiful girlsõ achievements more so being in the UK where 

the knowledge in IGP of this breed is extremely limited. Many forget this breed was one of 

the originals whoõs been in this from the beginning 1956 there was only ever boxers and 

shepherds and Iõm so proud to have one of the originals.  

A fantastic breed with a lot to bring to the table, trained correctly with the right methods 

that is suited to them you get results.  

Sadly, on trial days things can happen, one thing I take from my dog is even when shit hits 

the fan she gives her everything and isnõt afraid to make a mistake. A dog whoõs taught me so much, and anything is possible 

even when people write you off! Doing this with a breed thatõs bred for it, I breed I love and so passionate about makes it all the 

more special.  

Maggie my beautiful girl who I love like a mother loves a child, you and me weõve made history and when we were doubted and 

sometimes laughed at told we wasnõt good enough we proved many very wrong. Maggie, I owe you everything and you owe 

me absolutely nothing in return! If you did no more, youõve done enough , proven your work ability and put boxers back on the 

maps where they belong in IGP  
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Achieving the Impossible Dream: My World Record Making Aussie  

By Kat Farrants  

From the moment Gracie was born, i knew she was special. She was my third generation Solarwind Aussie 

pup, out of my incredibly special Shanti, Obedience Champion Solarwind Star Sapphire (the only Aussie 

to date to have won tickets in both a working discipline and in breed).  

Shanti lost all of her pups at the vets as they were born, due to an emergency C -section gone wrong. All 

except Gracie.  Which is why she was named Grace. We have no idea how she survived and the others 

didnõt, against all odds, but here she was. And her registered name? Solarwind Power and Glory. Be-

cause she had all the power of all 8 pups in the litter, and her survival was simply the miraculous prayer.  

As she grew, it became clear that she was no ordinary pup. An extraordinary brain. With huge spirit and 

resilience. And the most athletic Aussie Iõve ever known. Her training and learning was off the charts. She 

was only 7 months old when she won her first Novice Obedience Class! She won through the classes very 

quickly.  

But there was something else about this little, powerful Aussie. I knew that although she was immensely 

talented in obedience, there was something more about her. During COVID, when we were taking time 

off shows, I took her along to an IGP club to find out if she would enjoy doing something a bit more chal-

lenging, a bit more athletic, and she just lit up! It became very clear that this was something she really 

wanted to do.  

So I made a pact with her.   

If she became an Obedience Champion, I would let her train in IGP.  

Well, as soon as the shows were back on after COVID, she won her three tickets to become an Obedi-

ence Champion in as many months and at 3, became the highest placing Aussie female in the Crufts 

Obedience Championship.  

It was on me to keep to my side of the bargain.  

I started to take Gracie to protection lessons and she just relished the challenge.  

I found out how courageous Aussies are. Of course, they are dogs who should be able to turn around an 

angry bull, so of course they have huge natural courage, grit and tenacity.  

They have to escape hooves and horns and turn quickly, so they have the natural athleticism. They enjoy 

working independently, so unlike in obedience, protection is reading the situation of the criminal and be-

ing in charge of the situation herself, a long way from the handler. And as we all know, Aussies love to be 

independent workers.  

When I started my IGP journey, I just decided to take it one step, one day at a time. If I felt Gracie was 

physically or mentally struggling, or just not 

enjoying herself, weõd stop immediately, 

after all, I was only doing this for Gracie. 

She found the obedience phase incredi-

bly rewarding, she learned how to pick up 

the huge dumbbell, and growled with 

pleasure every time she did this, she was 

so pleased with herself. She learned how 

to jump, and boy, did she have a jump! 

even though sheõs only 18 inches tall she 

easily clears the metre hurdle. Sheer spirit 

launching her over.  
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We worked incredibly hard and quickly, I travelled the length and breadth of the country, and to 

Netherlands and Germany, to learn and to train this tough sport. Finding helpers to bring up Gracieõs 

confidence wasnõt easy, but every helper I worked with was friendly, kind and loved the challenge. 

 

 

It was a joy seeing Gracieõs confidence increase with every session, as she realised that she could 

always win against the helper, no matter how big or how tough they were. She loved jumping at 

them, loved the outlet for her barking (which is her favourite activity in the world), so that she had a 

place where all the barking was welcomed, and she could do things which pet dogs canõt do, run, 

jump, bark and bite. She had a perfect outlet for her rowdy, feisty nature, and it was wonderful 

watching her confidence and power increase day by day. She was just loving every moment of her 

life. 

Our first IGP trial was terrifying to me, but Gracie achieved points of mid -nineties for all three phases.  

Abroad there have been some Aussies to trial IGP 2 and 3, but not here in the UK, Gracie was the 

first. I was intrepid, with each step up, the tests become tougher. But she kept rising to the challenge.  

Well, she flew through IGP 2 and 3, she trailed in Germany where she was placed highest in trial and 

this year, for the World Championship Qualifying trial, I went with no expectations at all. The judge, 

Pierre Wahlstrom is one of the toughest and worldõs most respected, heõs worked with the Swedish 

military dog programme for 30 years, in fact I nearly pulled out as I didnõt want him to make fun of 

little Gracie.  

But the opposite happened. He gave her fantastic marks for her tracking, she won the highest obe-

dience in trial (and he commented on how hard it would be for her to achieve the power she did, 

and how easily she did the jumps and 2KG dumbbell retrieve), and her protection score ensured she 

qualified. We had achieved the dream Iõd never even dared to dream. 

Going to the World Championships with an Aussie was an audacious, ludicrous dream Iõd never 

even dared to dream, especially only starting in the sport with a 4 -year -old 

Aussie, and one who is trained positively, very differently to the normal IGP 

approach.  

But somehow, we had done it. I was beyond excited.  

The Championships were held in Spain. And I can say that Gracie and I 

had the adventure of our lives. Travelling to Spain, meeting her fans world-

wide, it was like travelling with a celebrity! The opening ceremony was a 

parade of all the dogs through the town, to the central square in front of 

the Mayorõs office, where the mayor welcomed all the dogs and handers. 

144 teams from countries from round the world, all of Europe, USA, Cana-

da, Japan, Korea, Argentina, Brazil - dogs and handlers flown in from thou-

sands upon thousands of miles for this huge event.  

The stadium was full during her performances and the crowd roared!! The 

conditions were impossible. Searing heat of 32 degrees in the stadium, she was on the field during 

the hottest time of the day, and her obedience performance started with her long down stay in the 

full sunshine, immediately after which she was expected to perform with military precision and full 

power. She was incredible. As you know, Aussies can (sometimes!) do as they wish, and I really 

thought that sheõd, quite understandably, opt out, with her big coat. But she didnõt. She kept on go-

ing. The crowd roared. The very next day was her protection round, and she never for one moment 

doubted herself. The helper doing the long attack looked at least 7 foot tall and roared down the 

field during the test of courage, but Gracie was entirely unphased. She showed the power, courage, 

resiliency and athleticism that the breed was made famous for. The sheer grit and determination to 

keep going, and immense courage overcoming the helper.  


