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SHADOWSQUAD

German Shepherds, Labrador Retrievers and Jack Russell Terriers
FOR INTEGRITY AND CHARM EST 1959

A few of sur ladies
enjoying life, top left
i Arctha- daughter of
Mr Lim's Sarfight
Santo. Top right is
Morag, lower
right Miva- daugMer
of Crumpsbrook
Hemlock. Finally,
bottom left
Is Jeanna, by Lancelot
Adicr of Ly fame,

1 have been pheased
with the quality of
prodece | kave had by
the stud dogs ot the
Lyfame kennels, Selid
working chaps with
trestworthy
: characters and all are
DNA dnf for nmlhtug which is n'«ul’ comforting when secing what is
wvailable clvew here, As the family goes back for seventy years, | am glad to say
we still Bave the same boving satere and charscter with the istelligent brains we
Bave always strived to produce. | intend to keep voch values aad type through
these modern times, Our German Shepherds have good all ever propertions
with strosg hind-ends. They are streag and sterdy able to work in various
BGelds, x well an be great family companionm and asistanty. Not forgetting
having a kees semae of humour, All breeding vock are health testod through the
BVA schemes. We have always stood by anyone we have ever bred asd continne
to. Integrity to owr family rosts and our belicly. We are an old-fashioned family
kennel with old fashioned standards, Firmly set in the past and determined to
stick to traditsenal sty e and mental ability. Our family have doae well in many
different directions and continne 1o excel with anyone who wanis (o Mretch
themmoh ey, From a cadaver dog to PAT degy, from Search & Rewor to Agiliny,

they are capable but hmlobcbndh-hﬂ,bom

Mr Lim, Lyfame Kenncls, Newbury, 07768 076805
We use, recommend and distribute CSJ K9 Foods,
Open Day is every Sunday 1lam-2pm All Welcome.
Access is wheel-chair friendly. To quote my late mother-
'Contentment at home is the ultimate ambition’,
Miss Rachel Paul, Ivory Farmbouse, Old Burghclere,
Newbury, Berkshire RG209LP
Mobile: 07808 078736 www.shadowsquad.co.uk
Email: shadowsquad1959@ gmail.com




The GSDL was founded in 1919 and is the oldest GSD breed society in the United Kingdom. The primary objective of the GSDL is to

protect and promote the German Shepherd Dog. As a member s soci eibhy,
many activities which this versatile breed can excel in.

The GSDL has been at the forefront of innovation o founding the BVA Hip scoring scheme in 1978, the National Dog Tattoo Register in
1986 and the British Regional Groups in 2010 & running the first UK shows to have mandatory health test requirements on all adul t dogs.

The GSDL is a KC registered society and also a member of the World Union of GSD Clubs (WUSV).

The GSDL Council is responsible for the proper running of all GSDL activities and its members are elected by its members.

Whether your interest in the GSD is purely as a companion or you want to breed, show, train, or compete with your GSD,

to actively participate in to gain the most out of your love of the German Shepherd Dog.

this isthe club
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GSD League Chairpersons Report
Autumn 2025

SDLs

of Great Britain ",
WLLE. W member

Greetings to all our Members;

I hope the end of year celebrations went well with all! So we have left 2025
behind us; a year which | am sure has had personal highs and lows for
everyone.

From your Council 6s perspective, 2025 was a year
challenges; challenges which have taken us into unknown territory, facing situations previously unknown
to our Officers and Members.

We however weathered these difficulties and, as a consequence, | would like to mention those
individuals on the Council who put a great deal of time and effort behind the scenes into resolving
them, individuals who are often overlooked in terms of acknowledgment and recognition.

| thank you all sincerely.

| hope we can now put these matters behind us, and move forward into 2026 with both harmony
confidence, working with, promoting and protecting our beautiful breed.

Please also remember that your Council is here to serve you, and do not hesitate to approach us on
any matter you wish.

Good luck to you all; may your aspirations and dreams be realised.

Kindest regards

Chris Bows
Patron Council Members Treasurer/Secretary
Wendy Stephens Henriette Bohnstedt Mrs Carole Lister
Chris Bows
President Aly Brooks Warrant Wood Farmhouse

Mr John Ward
Vice Presidents
Mr Syd Farley

Mr Ron White

Chairman

Mr Chris Bows

Martin Davies

Lucy Loi

Stephen Horrocks

Shirley Hutchinson
Alison Lawrence
Carole Lister

Heather MacDonald

Wendy Stephens

Warrant Road, Market Drayton

Shropshire TF9 2JA

Tel : 01630 638540

General Membership Secretary

Alison Lawrence

inuhausgsds@gmail.com
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British
Regional

Group

Hello and a warm welcome to the first edition of the 2026 GSDL Magazine.

2025 proved to be a busy yet highly productive year for the BRG, with several successful shows, character
assessments, Koerungs, and ADs taking place around the country.

Across Europe, several British kennels achieved outstanding results in 2025, particularly at the BSZS in Nuremberg. Many cong ratula-
tions to all involved fi your dedication, hard work, and commitment are truly commendable. | recognise the challenges, expenses,
and time required, so my genuine respect goes to everyone taking this rewarding journey. It is encouraging to see participati on

steadily growing.

Turning to Great Britain, on behalf of the BRG E.C, | extend sincere congratulations to the winners and participants in the B RG Top
10 results for 2025, and to those who achieved Gold Medal status fi an achievement to truly be proud of.

Remember, to be eligible for the BRG Gold Medal and Annual Awards, you must be a member of the GSDL and BRG. If you
wish to join, please visit the homepage of the GSDL at www.gsdleague.com __ and follow the prompts for membership, or
find guidance on the British Regional Group Page on Facebook.

To make it easier for everyone to keep track of our wupcoming events, h
months:

ﬂ 21 March: National Koerung, judged by Heather Macdonald at Tuppenhurst Farm, Rugeley, Midlands

ﬂ 22 March: Spring Show including Annual Awards and Presentations, judged by WUSV International Judge Peter Schorling
(Sweden) at Tuppenhurst Farm, Rugeley

25April: Scotti sh Regional Event at Strathaven, judged by SV Judge Uwe Spre
Germany)

The 2025 Annual Awards and Presentation event will take place during the show on 22 March.

If you need any further information, please contact the BRG secretary by email mailto:gsdlbrg@gmail.com

| am delighted to include in this magazine an article from Herr Patrick Send (SV Judge) on the current situation of inbreedin g with

our breed, featuring thoughtful suggestions to address ongoing challenges. My sincere thanks to Herr Send and also to Mr Robe rto

Caputi for his three contributions: one on assessing a GSD, one on assessing progeny groups and another on evaluating a kenne |

group. | hope these pieces provide valuable insights into a judgeds pe
thought.

With February already upon us, the British Sieger Event is just around the corner, so keep an eye out for the entry form. If you are

interested in sponsoring our Gold, Silver, or Bronze packages, please get in touch with me directly.
For a full calendar of our events and shows in 2026, please visit the BRG section of the GSDL website (see above)
Wedd | ove to hear about your experiences at recent shofivgdeaseshargour t houg

them with us via email or on our Facebook page. Your stories and feedback help us build an even stronger community.

Looking ahead, wed0re excited to develop future editions with epotlight
nels achieving notable success. I f you have a story youo6d | ikevto shar

| wish every one of you the best of health and success for 2026.

Heather Macdonald (Chair)


http://www.gsdl
mailto:gsdlbrg@gmail.com

WDG Chair report spring 2026

of Great Britain
WUS.Vmember

The organization has had another year of growth with five new clubs joining us in the
last year, we now have 51 active clubs. Our activity level has reached a new all time high with signifi-
cant increases in the number of trials and trial entries. This is now the 4 th consecutive year of increase in
our activity level, a great measure of a healthy growing organization. Over 400 entries in 43 club trials
saw our overall activity level go up by more than 20% compared to last year and we are still seeing a
lot of new dogs starting their IGP journey. In 2024 more than 100 dogs did their BH which was a record
for us and it is nice to see that they have been doing their IGP titles this year with the number of IGP2
and IGP3 titles at club trial up significantly. Another batch of young dogs are following them as we had
a new record number of BHs in 2025 of over 120. It is also very pleasing that the new FH rules has meant
that more people are doing their FH titles. We are also in a strong position with our licenced helper pool
which currently consists of an impressive 52 licensed helpers: 10 A grades, 34 B grades, and 8 C for life
helpers.

The most active clubs in 2025 were:
1st: Severnside

2nd: Hunsbridge

3rd: South Cheshire

The qualification trials for the FCI and WUSV World Championship again resulted in both teams being
made up entirely of GSDL -WDG members.

Team GBs results from the world Championships were:

FCIWC 202508 Vitoria -Gasteiz, Spain

Kat Farrants Solarwind Power and Glory 89 85 70 244 87h
Sally Hibbert Avonwolf Double Dutch 77 80 80 237 94n
Brian Keenan Avonwolf Falco 75 88 72 235 100t
John Williams Avonwolf Delta Warrior 77 81 73 231 101st
Oliver French Catello Hex 73 83 DQ DQ DQ

WUSV 20256 Nova Gorica, Slovenia

Alan Wood Vrochas Cami at Shangay 90 80 87 257 40n
Jennie Fincham Finchpark Ella 96 73 83 252 52nd
Aiden Jackson Hundenkraft Quartz 00 88 96 NQ NQ

Jim Jackson Hartshill Achilles Withdrawn injured



Unusually we were only able to send 4 competitors to the WUSV World Championships due to the 80 -80-80
and minimum 250 rule. This is a WUSV rule and not a WDG rule! We would advise all members who are in-
terested in going for the team to make sure they have this score in the book since the last World Champi-

onship before the joint selection trial.

Our Nationals was held on the 25 t & 26t of October with Diane Segers from Belgium judging. This was a
very well attended event, organized by Chase and Halesowen at Willenhall RFC, a very nice venue which

we will also be using for the WUSV Joint Selection trial this year. Thanks to the clubs for putting on this great
event and the super party Saturday night with the trip down memory lane.

Congratulations to the 2025 National Champion Edmond Kan with his homebred GSD Hohenburg Gon
and to all the participant who made this a great event. Top 3 were:

1st Edmund Kan Hohenburg Gon (GSD) 95 93 94 282
2nd Jennifer Fincham Finchpark Ella (GSD) 9 94 88 281
3rd Aidan Jackson Hundenkraft Quartz 97 88 93 278

Thank you to everyone who works hard for the organization; my fellow committee members, our judges,
helpers and all the people in the clubs who are the backbone of the organization and our sport. | hope all
our member are successful with what they hope to achieve this year.

Henriette Bohnstedt

S

of Great Britain
WUS.Vmember

GSDL-WDG Chairperson

GSD League Working Dog Group Executive Committee

Chairman Membership Secretary Major Events Co -ordinator
Henriette Bohnstedt Lucy Loi Bethan Allen
Vice Chairperson Treasurer Events Co -ordinator
Becky Lyons Alison Lawrence Aly Brooks
Committee Helper Co -ordinator

General Secretary

Martin Davies Dean Banks Claire Brown
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https://www.caniva.com/event/21610/WUSV-World-Championship-IGP-2025
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WUSMVWorld Championship IGP 2025

Tracking judge (sport)
Raino Fluegge

‘1 Canada

Obedience Judge (sport)

llona Fornal

Germany

Protection Judge (sport)
Jiri Tichy
b= Czech Republic

GB-1 Aidan Jackson Hundenkraft Quartz 0O 838 96 184 U
40 GB-2 Alan Wood Vrochas cami at Shangay 90 80 87 257 G
52  GB-3 Jennifer Fincham Finchpark Ella 9% 73 83 252 G

GB-4 Jim Jackson Hartshill Achilles Retired Injured 0



https://www.caniva.com/event/21610/WUSV-World-Championship-IGP-2025
https://www.working-dog.com/user/Raino-Fluegge-27512
https://www.working-dog.com/user/Ilona-Fornal-17566
https://www.working-dog.com/user/Jiri-Tichy-156718

12

WUS\WWorld Championship IGP
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Carony Lady In Red BH, IGP3, FHV

By Anneka Powell

Carony Lady In Red

(Jahresjugendsieger Belgium 2018 + Best junior Karlita V. Hause Rehberg x Mch Henry Optima Grata
at Porth ZVV1)

| am one proud breeder, owner, handler and trainer of my super Maggie. 4th IGP1 boxer in the UK
and the only V score in tracking with the highest overall total points 241

s

First and only UK boxer to achieve FH -V

Second IGP2 boxer in the UK with the highest tracking & protection with the highest total
points 252

First UK boxer to achieve IGP3 total overall score of 238 points.

None of these achievements would have been possible without the help and support of
true friends who wanted to see us succeed and stood by our side come what may! And to
all at my club Severnside SDC who have supported and helped.

I am extremely proud of my beauti ful girl sd achiev
the knowledge in IGP of this breed is extremely limited. Many forget this breed was one of

the originals who6s been in this from the beginnin
shepherds and I 6m so proud to have one of the orig

A fantastic breed with a lot to bring to the table, trained correctly with the right methods
| that is suited to them you get resullts.

Sadly, on trial days things can happen, one thing | take from my dog is even when shit hits

the fan she gives her everything and isndt afraid to make a mistake.
even when people write you off! Doing this with a breed thatlbtee bred f
more special.

Maggi e my beauti ful girl who | |l ove |ike a mother | oves a child, you
someti mes | aughed at told we wasnod6t good enough we proved many very w
me absolutely nothing in return! | f you did no more, youdve done enou

maps where they belong in IGP w w w w

iLE)
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Achieving the Impossible Dream: My World Record Making Aussie

By Kat Farrants

From the moment Gracie was born, i knew she was special. She was my third generation Solarwind Aussie
pup, out of my incredibly special Shanti, Obedience Champion Solarwind Star Sapphire (the only Aussie
to date to have won tickets in both a working discipline and in breed).

Shanti lost all of her pups at the vets as they were born, due to an emergency C -section gone wrong. All
except Gracie. Which is why she was named Grace. We have no idea how she survived and the others
di dndét, against all odds, but here she was. And her regi

cause she had all the power of all 8 pups in the litter, and her survival was simply the miraculous prayer.

As she grew, it became clear that she was no ordinary pup. An extraordinary brain. With huge spirit and
resilience. And the most athletic Aussie | dve ever knowl
was only 7 months old when she won her first Novice Obedience Class! She won through the classes very

quickly.

But there was something else about this little, powerful Aussie. | knew that although she was immensely
talented in obedience, there was something more about her. During COVID, when we were taking time
off shows, | took her along to an IGP club to find out if she would enjoy doing something a bit more chal-
lenging, a bit more athletic, and she just lit up! It became very clear that this was something she really
wanted to do.

So | made a pact with her.
If she became an Obedience Champion, | would let her train in IGP.

WeEell, as soon as the shows were back on after COVID, she won her three tickets to become an Obedi-
ence Champion in as many months and at 3, became the highest placing Aussie female in the Crufts
Obedience Championship.

It was on me to keep to my side of the bargain.
| started to take Gracie to protection lessons and she just relished the challenge.

| found out how courageous Aussies are. Of course, they are dogs who should be able to turn around an
angry bull, so of course they have huge natural courage, grit and tenacity.

They have to escape hooves and horns and turn quickly, so they have the natural athleticism. They enjoy
working independently, so unlike in obedience, protection is reading the situation of the criminal and be-
ing in charge of the situation herself, a long way from the handler. And as we all know, Aussies love to be
independent workers.

When | started my IGP journey, | just decided to take it one step, one day at a time. If | felt Gracie was
physically or mentally struggling, or just not
enjoying herself, webd
after all, | was only doing this for Gracie.

She found the obedience phase incredi-

bly rewarding, she learned how to pick up

the huge dumbbell, and growled with

pleasure every time she did this, she was

so pleased with herself. She learned how

to jump, and boy, did she have a jump!
even though sheds onl
easily clears the metre hurdle. Sheer spirit
launching her over.
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We worked incredibly hard and quickly, | travelled the length and breadth of the country, and to

Net herl ands and Germany, to | earn and to train thi
confidence wasndt easy, but every helper | worked
It was a joy seeing Gracieds confidence increase
always win against the helper, no matter how big or how tough they were. She loved jumping at

them, loved the outlet for her barking (which is her favourite activity in the world), so that she had a

pl ace where all the barking was welcomed, and she

jump, bark and bite. She had a perfect outlet for her rowdy, feisty nature, and it was wonderful
watching her confidence and power increase day by day. She was just loving every moment of her

life.

Ouir first IGP trial was terrifying to me, but Gracie achieved points of mid

Abroad there have been some Aussies to trial IGP 2 and 3, but not here in the UK, Gracie was the

first. | was intrepid, with each step up, the tests become tougher. But she kept rising to the challenge.

Well, she flew through IGP 2 and 3, she trailed in Germany where she was placed highest in trial and
this year, for the World Championship Qualifying trial, | went with no expectations at all. The judge,

Pierre Wahlstrom is one of the toughest and

military dog programme for 30 years,

little Gracie.

But the opposite happened. He gave her fantastic marks for her tracking, she won the highest obe-

in fact

dience in trial (and he commented on how hard it would be for her to achieve the power she did,

and how easily she did the jumps and 2KG dumbbell retrieve), and her protection score ensured she
qualified. We had achieved the dream

Going to the World Championships with an Aussi e
even dared to dream, especially only starting in the sport with a 4 -year -old

Aussie, and one who is trained positively, very differently to the normal IGP
approach.

But somehow, we had done it. | was beyond excited.

The Championships were held in Spain. And | can say that Gracie and |

had the adventure of our lives. Travelling to Spain, meeting her fans world-
wide, it was like travelling with a celebrity! The opening ceremony was a
parade of all the dogs through the town, to the central square in front of

the Mayords office, where the mayor
144 teams from countries from round the world, all of Europe, USA, Cana-
da, Japan, Korea, Argentina, Brazil - dogs and handlers flown in from thou-

sands upon thousands of miles for this huge event.

The stadium was full during her performances and the crowd roared!! The

| 6d never

wel comed

conditions were impossible. Searing heat of 32 degrees in the stadium, she was on the field during
the hottest time of the day, and her obedience performance started with her long down stay in the
full sunshine, immediately after which she was expected to perform with military precision and full
power. She was incredible. As you know, Aussies can (sometimes!) do as they wish, and | really

t hought that shed&d, quite understandabl y,
ing. The crowd roared. The very next day was her protection round, and she never for one moment

doubted herself. The helper doing the long attack looked at least 7 foot tall and roared down the

field during the test of courage, but Gracie was entirely unphased. She showed the power, courage,

resiliency and athleticism that the breed was made famous for. The sheer grit and determination to

keep going, and immense courage overcoming the helper.

opt

a l

-nineties for all three phases.
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