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The GSD League of Great Britain  

The GSDL was founded in 1919 and is the oldest GSD breed society in the United Kingdom. The primary objective of the GSDL is to protect and 

promote the German Shepherd Dog. As a memberõs society, the GSDL also facilitates the participation of GSD owners in many activities which 

this versatile breed can excel in.  

The GSDL has been at the forefront of innovation ð founding the BVA Hip scoring scheme in 1978, the National Dog Tattoo Register  in 1986 and 

the British Regional Groups in 2010 ð running the first UK shows to have mandatory health test requirements on all adult dogs.  

The GSDL is a KC registered society and also a member of the World Union of GSD Clubs (WUSV).  

The GSDL Council is responsible for the proper running of all GSDL activities and its members are elected by its members.  

Whether your interest in the GSD is purely as a companion or you want to breed, show, train, or compete with your GSD,  this is the club to 

actively participate in to gain the most out of your love of the German Shepherd Dog.  
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British Regional Group  

 

August 2023  

 

Since the last report, the BRG have held four regional shows: Scottish Progressive in 

April, West Yorkshire in May and North West and the National Long Coat shows in 

July. All of the shows were enjoyable events with many friends gathering to watch 

the judging and see all the excellent dogs that were presented. Entry levels contin-

ue to be lower than pre -Covid times with the cost of living crisis clearly impacting 

peopleõs ability to travel long distances despite our efforts to maintain entry fees in the face of rising costs. Alt-

hough numbers of entries were lower than we would like, the quality of the dogs presented is high and the judges 

were complimentary of the general standard of breeding in the UK.  

The BRG was also actively involved with the running of the 2023 British Sieger show which returned to its former ven-

ue in Leicestershire and enjoyed an increased entry compared to 2022. Again, the quality of entry was high. Work-

ing class entries were lower than in some previous years which resulted in only one VA bitch award, but well de-

served, to Fee von Bad -Boll. It is my belief that we are seeing a break in dogs coming into this class due to Covid 

travel restrictions having affected the training of a generation of pups, many of whom would normally have been 

trained in Germany or other countries. If I am right, then we should see the numbers begin to rise again in the 

coming years.  

The British Regional Groups have also organised three character assessments and two koerungs. The Koerungs 

were held by West Yorkshire GSD Club and NW GSD Group. Character Assessments were held by Midland Region 

GSD Group, Scottish Progressive GSD Group and NW GSD Group. So far 51 dogs have taken part in character as-

sessments in 2023 under GSD League SV approved assessors. The character assessment is a really enjoyable event 

to take part in with young dogs and can be very informative with regards to the natural characteristics of your 

dog to help understand appropriate training methods or things to pay attention to if breeding from your dog. 

More information can be found here: Character Assessment | Gsd League of GB  

In October, two regional shows will be held on the 7 th and 8 th October hosted by British GSD Training Club and 

Midland Region GSD Group. This òOktober Dogfestó weekend is becoming a popular event in the BRG calendar 

and this year we have two judges who are new to the UK ð Geir Flores and Mandy Menzel ð profiles of these judg-

es can be found further on in the magazine.  

At the 2023 GSD League AGM, it was agreed that the BRG would present a draft constitution to the GSDL Council 

for review as the basis for a proposal at the 2024 AGM with the objective of changing the structure of the BRG. 

These proposals are being reviewed by Council but in principle are supported by Council subject to some small 

tweaks. There will be more information made available to members before the 2024 AGM and if accepted at that 

AGM, from 2025 individuals will be able to become a member of the BRG and vote for an Executive Committee. 

The BRG faces some big challenges to engage with more people and develop our activities to meet the obliga-

tions to the WUSV as well as the needs of our members, it is believed that the new structure will help make this easi-

er to achieve.  

We are currently looking into the possibility of running the Christmas Cracker show in 2023 and putting together the 

2024 calendar of events which will be advertised on the GSD League website and our Facebook Page.  

I would like to thank all of the committees of the BRG member groups for their ongoing hardwork and all the mem-

bers who support by taking part in our activities.  

 

Shirley Hutchinson  

Chair  

https://www.gsdleague.com/character-test-wesensbeuerteilung
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For information on WDG activities and Club Trial Dates visit www.gsdl -wdg.co.uk  

 

GSDL-WDG Chair report   

 

As I write this report Team GB are on their way to Nova Gorica in Slovenia for the FCI World Champion-

ships. The team was selected at the Joint FCI Selection trial on the 29 th & 30 th of April, held at the Oa-

kridge Arena, Newark, and Judged by Clemento Grosso.  

Our team for the FCI World Championships:  

Alan Wood with his German Shepherd: Vrochas Cami at Shangay  

Chris Wilson with his German Shepherd: Caretino Czech Legendary  

Simon Hopcroft -Lopez with his Rottweiler: Vonkassel Helina  

Claire Brown with her Malinois: Avonwolf Dynamite   

Jenny Richards with her Malinois: Avonwolf Deliverance  

Becky Lyons had made the team with her German Shepherd: Bataro vom Drachenwolf, but later de-

clined her space in favour of taking up her space on the WUSV team.  

Our WUSV team was selected on June 3 rd & 4 th at the WUSV Joint selection trial held at Moorside Rang-

ers FC, Swinton. We are grateful for Fabrizio Coppola who stepped in to judge at the last minute when 

Uwe Stolpe was unable to fly due to illness.  

Our team for the WUSV World Championships:  

Bethan Allan with Westmac Ddraig Kahlan  

Ross Heron with Harcos vom Peroh  

Joanne Bridge with Kieztamarx Daxamite at Brueckwasser  

Becky Lyons with Bataro vom Drachenwolf  

Aiden Jackson with Hartshill Achilles  

Alan Wood with Vrochas Cami at Shangay made the team but chose to take their place on the FCI 

team.  

The WUSV World Championships are held in Gyor, Hungary on the 4 th to the 8 th of October.  

The annual helper licensing event was as always very well attended with more than 30 helpers turning 

up for training and licensing. Thank you Severnside for hosting the event, Charlotte Wildman for organis-

ing, the Helper trainers Jock Michell, Mark Rigby and Jamie Bows and our judges, Henriette Bohnstedt, 

Gavin Smith, Jim Jackson, Phil Sergent, Gary Khakhian, and apprentice Judge Dean Banks. It takes a lot 

of people and a lot of preparations to make this, the large and popular event is it every year.  

Finally, I want to wish both our World Championship teams the very best of luck, we are all rooting for 

you!  

Henriette Bohnstedt  

(GSDL-WDG Chair)  
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These events are subject to change.  
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FCI joint Qualifier 2023  

 

This year's FCI Joint Qualifier was held on the 29 th  and 30 th April at Oakridge Arena, Collingham, Newark special thanks to Ruth Southon for all 

your hard work finding and looking at venues you excelled finding this amazing venue. Our judge was Clemente Grosso who did j udg ed all 

the dog's family and consistently.  

 

It was really good to see full entry of 20 dogs with a number of breeds being represented (10 x GSD 8 Malinois, 1 x tervueren , 1 x Rottweiler). 

We had a different set of challenges this year with 3 x bitches in season all needing to run at the end of day.  

 

A big thank you to Amy Saint for organising the raffle in support of the team.  

 

The tracking was about 20 minutes' drive away kindly organised by Carole Phillips and was on winter barley which presented a unique set of 

challenges with its springy nature and sparse footprint really testing the dogs the articles were wood leather and carpet our  tracking manager 

Henriette Bohnstedt and track layers Chris Bows and Ann Bedford doing a great job in the sticky damp weather. It had been rai ning on the run 

up to the weekend and then turned warm for the Saturday and Sunday. Alan wood and Vrochas Cami at Shangay leading the field w ith 95 

points.  

 

It was then back to the venue for lunch and official training with the venue putting on some great food this ran without issu e. The helper run 

through was the last thing to be done on Saturday with Mark Rigby (GSDL) Short work and Aidan Jackson (GSDL) Long work taking  instruction 

from Clemente.  

 

Sunday morning was dry and bright if a little muggy, Phase B (obedience) followed, I would like to thank George Robinson for org anising the 

group and Ollie Williams for being gun steward on the day. By late morning we had a large number of spectatorõs which gave the q ualifier a 

real atmosphere and added to the theatre of a big trial thank you to everyone who came to support. There were some strong per formances 

with Alan wood and Vrochas Cami at Shangay leading the field with 93 points, Alison Bowkett and Rustix Taranis with 92 points , Bethan Allen 

and Westmac DDraig Kahlan with 90 points.  

 

At lunchtime we were lucky enough to enjoy a presentation to Eric Roberts who received his GSDL lifetime achievement award wh ere  Henri-

ette Bohnstedt gave a summary of his achievements.  

 

Sunday afternoon phase C (protection) with GSDL Helpers Mark Rigby (short) and Aidan Jackson (long) putting on a very consist ent  and 

strong test for the dogs. I am told that when the competitors entered the top of the field and looked down at the spectators it gave a real 

feeling of competing at high level. Ross Heron and Harcos Vom Peroh with 93 points, Alan wood with Vrochas Cami at Shangay wi th 92 points, 

Becky Lyonõs with Bataro Vom Drachenwolf with 90 points and Bethan Allen with Westmac DDraig Kahlan with 90 points. 

 

The team selected for the FCI World Championships are:  

 

Alan wood and Vrochas Cami at Shangay (GSD)  

Chris Wilson and Caretino Czech Legendary (GSD)  

Simon Hopcroft Lopez and Vonkassel Helina (Rottweiler)  

Clare Brown and Avonwolf Dynamite (Malinois)  

Jenny Richardõs and Avonwolf Deliverance (Malinois) 

Supported by team captain Charlotte Wildman and vice -captain Jayne Wood.  
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Eric Roberts is awarded Lifetime Membership of the Working Dog Group  

 

Eric started competing with German Shepherds as a teenager, first competing in obedience competitions, progressing quickly to       

compete in Test C obedience.  He then moved into Working Trials and was one of the founding members of the North West Working  

Trials Society. 

In Working Trials Eric became a top competitor and judge in the PD stake, qualifying his dog Fonz as a Working Trials Champio n a nd judg-

ing the Kennel Club Championships twice.  

During this time Eric started the Callanway Dog Training School which he ran for 40 years, firstly in Macclesfield, Cheshire and  then in 

Dumfries and Galloway. - this was one of the first and biggest dog training centres in the UK and took Eric to Zambia and Dubai 

providing dogs for their military, as well as working with countless UK police forces supplying trained dogs.  

When Schutzhund came to the UK in the early 1990s Eric was a competitor in the first trials and quickly titled his dog Flute to Schutzhund 3, 

he went on to win the 1993 National Championships with this dog.  

Eric has the record for the most IGP dogs qualified from BH to IGP3, throughout his career he has completed this with 8 dogs.  

Eric was in the first group of UK judges to qualify under the SV system. He has been a very active judge throughout his caree r - with a pas-

sion for promoting the sport of IGP to competitors of all levels.  

In 2000, with quarantine rules lifted, Great Britain took their first team to the WUSV World Championships in Belguim. Eric w as a member of 

this team and became the first Team GB member to qualify at a world championships with his dog Judd.  

In 2003 Eric returned to the WUSV World Championships with Judd. In the scorching Italian heat Judd achieved a score of 98 po ints in 

tracking. Team GBõs first excellent score at a world championships! 

Eric went on to qualify 2 more dogs for World Championship teams.  

In 2012, at the age of 72, Eric suffered a major heart attack. After being airlifted by helicopter from his training field an d u ndergoing 

emergency surgery he pulled through and maintained his determination to get back on the competition field.  

After his heart attack, Eric qualified 2 more dogs from BH to IGP3, qualifying with both dogs at the National Championships.  

His final trial was the 2019 Nationals, at the age of 80.  

        He has titled 8 dogs from BH to IGP3.  

Flute (National Champion 1993)  

Teg 

Judd (qualified twice at WUSV)  

Nick (Qualified for the cancelled FCI worlds in France)  

Zula (attended a world championships )  

Lewis 

Kyzer 

Shan 

 

The Members and  EC of the Working Dog Group would like to thank Eric for all the hard 

work and commitment he has put into the sport over many years.  As recognition of this, 

he was awarded a Lifetime Membership of the WDG.  Here Eric is seen at award the 

presentation with Henriette Bohnstedt (WDG Chair).  
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