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The GSD League of Great Britain  

The GSDL was founded in 1919 and is the oldest GSD breed society in the United Kingdom. The primary objective of the GSDL is to protect and 

promote the German Shepherd Dog. As a memberõs society, the GSDL also facilitates the participation of GSD owners in many activities which 

this versatile breed can excel in.  

The GSDL has been at the forefront of innovation ð founding the BVA Hip scoring scheme in 1978, the National Dog Tattoo Register  in 1986 and 

the British Regional Groups in 2010 ð running the first UK shows to have mandatory health test requirements on all adult dogs.  

The GSDL is a KC registered society and also a member of the World Union of GSD Clubs (WUSV).  

The GSDL Council is responsible for the proper running of all GSDL activities and its members are elected by its members.  

Whether your interest in the GSD is purely as a companion or you want to breed, show, train, or compete with your GSD,  this is the club to 

actively participate in to gain the most out of your love of the German Shepherd Dog.  
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Chairmanôs Report September 2022   
 
 Dear Members  
 
I was very saddened to hear the sad news of the passing of Terry Hannan (President of The GSDL)  
I have known Terry since I first came into the breed some 45 years ago.Terry was the  complete gentleman, helpful, extremely 
knowledgeable and with a genuine love for the German Shepherd breed, my thoughts go out to his wife Lily, daughter Tracey, two sons 
Stuart, Michael and close friend of the family, Rest in Peace Terry you will always be in our thoughts  
  
This years AGM was held at the Hatton Village Hall Hatton Warwick, I am pleased to report that the meeting went extremely well. Several 
rules and amendments were passed by the members. Please see New rules and amendments to rules, awaiting KCôs approval in the report 
from our secretary Carole Lister. 
The members also ratified an amendment to a WUSV BRG rule, see below; 
WUSV/GSDL-BRG Regional events must be held in compliance with WUSV/GSDL-BRG rules. As set out below:  

1. The Event is open to German Shepherd Dogs only  
2. All dogs must be registered on the pedigree breed register with the governing body in their country of birth. All dogs permanently 

imported to the UK must register with the Kennel Club within 12 months of their first BRG show entry. All owners must be a current, 
fully paid up member of the GSD League of Great Britain or any other WUSV Member Club  

  
SV  Character Assessment Compact Seminar   
 
 The WUSV Working Group GB hosted a SV Character Assessment Compact Seminar including the testing and qualification of our own SV 
assessors.   
Held on the 22-24 July at the Winwick Leisure Centre Winwick Lancashire, under the SV examiners judges Herr Udo Wolters and Herr Jens 
Peter Flugge,  I am please to report that all dogs passed the test and all the assessors passed and are now recognised as a SV ñCharacter 
Assessment ñ judges.  
Shirley Hutchinson must take the credit for organising this important event, that is so vital in our steps forward in adhering to the conditions 
laid down in the WUSV Harmonisation program, that comes into force in 2025.  
Special mention must also go to the our secretary on the day  Alison Lawrence, having the job of typing up all of the reports for every dog on 
each day.  
  
 The British Sieger Show   
 
 The 2022 British Sieger Event was held in Nantwich, Cheshire at the prestigious football stadium of Nantwich Town FC.  
We had the great honour of high ranking SV judges Herr Marco Ossmann and Herr Wolfgang Hassgall officiating over the two days.  
Although not a record breaking entry the standard of the dogs presented were of very high quality, compliments to the Judges for creating a 
very pleasant atmosphere and very informative verbal critiques.   
The venue was excellent, ample parking, along with excellent refreshments and catering facilities, lounge and bar and professionally 
staffed   
The show started very early on the Saturday morning to allow for the commencement of the Test of Courage. Special thanks goes to the two 
TSB helpers Richard Harrison and Ian James both doing a top job   
 The rings were laid out and designed perfectly with an excellent surface both for the handlers and dogs, the grass was mowed to perfection 
by Richard the head grounds man for the football club.  
Unfortunately no tents or chairs were allowed ring side due to the potential damage to the playing surface and the under surface watering 
systems   
 
The ultimate grading of VA was awarded to the following dogs:-  
One male achieved  VA1 ( Sieger) Conbhairen Vincenzo IGP2 German Korung SV A stamp Normal/ N Normal Hips and  Elbows   
 Two Females   VA1 ( Siegerin ) Vixi von Nurburgring IGP2 German Korung SV A stamp Normal/Normal Hips and Elbows   
    VA2 Naike Di Casa Mary IGP2 German Korung SV A stamp Normal/Normal Hips and Elbows.  
   
Congratulations to the Breeders and owners of the above dogs In being awarded the highest possible grading for a German Shepherd.  
A special mention of thanks goes to the hard working show Secretary and stewards both inside and outside of the rings, along with the 
helpers that worked so hard  two days prior to the opening of the event.  
Special thanks to all those helpers for the breaking down of the event, a great team effort by all.  
 Overall a very enjoyable event and was very well received by the exhibitors and especially from our overseas WUSV foreign guest.  
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Harmonisation Program Compliance ( 2025 )  
 
GSDL in relation to the WUSV Harmonisation Programme -  
There has been much discussion with relation to the WUSV Harmonisation Program due to implemented in 2025, unfortunately with a lot of 
negativity.  
To add some balance to the discussions it must be remembered that first and foremost we are a Breed Club.  
We are also a long standing member club of the WUSV, something we are proud of and a relationship Iôm sure our members would wish to 
continue.  
As with all Clubs the WUSV have a clearly written constitution and in order to maintain membership, that Constitution clearly states that their 
rules should be adhered to.  
  

Constitution of the WUSV: Section 12 Duties of the member associations  
The member associations are obligated to:  
1. comply with the constitutions, regulations and terms of execution in the version in operation and accept decisions and resolutions of 
the bodies of the WUSV.  

 
Therefore it should be remembered we are obligated as a Club to follow decisions made by the member clubs and passed through a voting 
procedure.  The option of simply refusing to follow directives of the club to which we belong and hoping to retain membership, (as some seem 
to deem possible) is simply unrealistic.  
  

As regards the GSDL as a club, we have always maintained a good relationship with our parent body (WUSV) and although in the coming 
years some directives may seem more restrictive, more stringent, and ultimately more difficult to implement it should be remembered that much 
thought and debate has taken place in regard to these, and it has been decided by the members that such new regulations in order to comply 
with the Harmonisation Program are in the best interests of the Breed.It may be that they are not in the best interests of some of our members, 
it may well be it makes things more difficult achieve the requirements for inclusion in certain Classes at events. However these decisions have 
been implemented with one thought process, that being to ensure the Health, Welfare and Quality of the GSD moving forward  
In current times there are unprecedented attacks on pedigree dogs, as regards inbreeding and inherent health issues.The fact the WUSV have 
attempted to address this in order that dogs within our registry can be viewed as superior, this can only be of benefit in the long 
term.Admittedly there are certain facets of the Harmonisation Program which will undoubtedly be difficult not only for us but many other 
member Countries throughout the World to implement, and these will be reported back to the WUSV for discussion in order to forge a way 
forward. Whilst always keeping in mind the ultimate aim to not only preserve the Breed but improve on what we have particularly in relation to 
the ñ Sound in Mind and Bodyó ethos.  
  

To sum up, yes the bar has been raised, yes it will become more difficult to comply, but if we genuinely have the welfare of the GSD as a breed 
at heart then we must be seen to try and follow the lead of those wishing for improvements, and more detailed testing and stricter registries.  
Whilst I can see difficulties moving forward, perhaps even, in the short term a reduction in numbers at some events, in the long term the ideals 
of the organisation are undeniably with one view in mind, to attempt to improve the Health and Character of the Breed in the coming in the 
coming years.   
I personally feel this has to be the single most important factor, albeit that in order to reach the high standards required it may mean more 
testing such as ZAP tests etc.Ultimately, with such a system in place the GSD can regain its rightful place as the dog which can be all things 
to everyone.End   
  
Finally on behalf of the GSDL I would like to wish a massive ñGood luckò to all our Breed/ Working dogs participant competing abroad at the 
German Sieger Show (Nuremberg) FCI (Czech Rep) and the WUSV Worlds (Denmark)   
 

Paul Bradley GSDL Chairman   
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WDG Chair report September 2022  
  
As I write this, the first ever jointly selected Team GB has just finished competing in the FCI World Championships in 
Roudnice nad Labem, Czech Republic on the 8th-11th of September 2022.   
6 teams had met the requirements of qualifying at the joint event and having also scored a minimum of 80-80-80 and total 
250 since January 1st of the previous year. 3 of the qualified teams have since chosen to go to their respective breed world championships so Team GB 
for the FCI World Championships was:  

Aiden Jackson with Hartshill Achilles  
Jayne Wood with Helaka Asia  
Chris Wilson with Caretino Czech Legendary  

 Unfortunately, Aidenôs dog was injured and unable to compete.  
Jayne & Asia showed very nice performances in all 3 phases and finished in a very respectable 32nd place with 90-91-87 = 268 beating the previous best 
position (51st) at a FCI World Championships which have been held by her husband Alan Wood for the last 15 years.   
Chris Wilson with the youngest dog in the competition put in nice performances in the stadium but unfortunately didnôt qualify on the track.  
  
The annual helper licensing event was as always very well attended. It was particularly nice to see a lot of new potential A grade helpers and we now have 
a nice large pool of 8 A grades. The standard of the helper work throughout the event was super. Thank you to Charlotte Wildman for the large task of 
organizing the weekend and to our helper trainers, judges, and all the members who attended with their dogs without whom it wouldnôt be possible to hold 
the event.  
  
The joint selection trial for the WUSV World Championships was held on the 9th & 10th of July at Thornhurst Manor, Doncaster. The event was judged by 
the highly respected SV Judge Volker Behrens. 13 teams competed for the 5 team places for the WUSV World Championships in Denmark from 28th 
September to 2nd of October. Iôm pleased to report that all 5 team places and the reserve place were earned by GSDL members. The team for the WUSV 
World Championship in Randers, Denmark is:  

 Ross Heron with Harcos von Peroh  
Lewis Hartley with Finchpark Athos  
Alan Wood with Vrochas Cami at Shangay  
Joanne Bridge with Kieztamarx Daxamite at Brueckwasser  
Jayne Wood with Helaka Asia  
Reserve, Phil Sergent with Helaka Annah  

  
We wish them the best of luck in Denmark.  
Potential competitors for next year should note that we have been informed by the WUSV that it will be a requirement from next year for competitors at the 
WUSV World Championships to have a show grade of at least good.   
  
The Nationals will be held on the 22nd & 23rd of October at Ayrshire Athletics Arena, Scotland. The event will be hosted by Saltire Schutzhund group which 
has held many well organised events for the organization in the past. Johannes Eitler (SV) will be judging and Mark Rigby will do the short work and Jamie 
Bows the long work.  
  
Finally, I would like to congratulate our latest GSDL-WDG Judge Julie West on completing her apprenticeships and her final exam. I wish her a clear eye 
and many good years as a working judge, I am sure she will be a valuable addition to our pool of judges.  

Henriette Bohnstedt  

GSDL-WDG Chairperson  
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WUSV -  BRG Calendar of Events 2022  
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These events are subject to change due to pandemic restrictions Φ 

For more information visit www.gsdl -brg.co.uk  

Schedules can also be found on www.jaquenetta.com  

For information on WDG activities and Club Trial Dates visit www.gsdl -wdg.co.uk  

2022 Date :  Host Event Judges  Venue  

8th October  British GSD Training Club Regional Show  Heather MacDonald  Ellistown.FC Club,  Coalville  

8th October  Midlands GSD Group  Korung / Charqcter Ass.  Jochen Prall  Ellistown.FC Club, Coalville  

9th October  Midlands GSD Group  Regional Show  Jochen Prall  Ellistown.FC Club, Coalville  



 8 

Why not join the GSD League  

today é.. 

League Member  Benef i t s :  

¶ FREE Bi-Annual Magazine full of informative articles  as well as Club trial results 

and show critiques  

¶ Discounted Regional Show Entry  

Membership from £7.50*  -   For more information visit 

www.gsd league.co .uk  

*subscr ip t i on  r a tes  vary  dependin g on  spec i f i c  requ i rem ents  
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Character Assessment Compact Seminar July 2022  

By Shirley Hutchison  

Over the weekend of the 22 nd  to 24 th July 2022, the WUSV Working Group hosted a seminar at Winwick Leisure 

Centre near Warrington to train seven people to become SV approved character assessors. Herr Udo Wolters and 

Herr Jens-Peter Fluegge, both respected SV IGP judges and members of the core team who have developed the 

SV character assessment (CA) and breed disposition test (BDT). Five people were also trained to be assessorõs 

assistants by Herr Lukas Hoevener.  

The trainee assessors all had to be breed or IGP judges recognised by their National club. Those taking part on this 

occasion were:  

 

GSD League of GB :    Shirley Hutchinson    Gary Khakian    Heather McDonald  

    Phil Sergent      Wayne Vessey  

BAGSD :    Heather Corkin      

GSDCI :    Mark Plunkett  

 

The trainee assistants were  

GSD League of GB :   Michelle Baker   Martin Davies   Karen Khakian   Zep Zizzi 

GSDCI :    Tara Wendland -Baniassadi  


