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SHADOWSQUAD 
German Shepherds, Labrador Retrievers and Jack Russell Terriers 

FOR INTEGRITY AND CHARM   EST 1959 
 
 A few of our ladies enjoying life, top left is 

Aretha- daughter of Mr Lim’s Starlight 
Santo. Top right is Morag, lower 

right Miya- daughter of Crumpsbrook 
Hemlock. Finally, bottom left 

is Jeanna, by Lancelot Azier of Lyfame. 
I have been pleased with the quality of 

produce I have had by the stud dogs at the 
Lyfame kennels. Solid working chaps with 

trustworthy characters and all are DNA 
clear for everything which is especially 

comforting when seeing what is available 
elsewhere.   As the family goes back for 

seventy years, I am glad to say we still have the same loving nature and character with 
the intelligent brains we have always strived to produce. I intend to keep such values 

and type through these modern times. Our German Shepherds have good all over 
proportions with strong hind-ends. They are strong and sturdy able to work in various 

fields, as well as be great family companions and assistants. Not forgetting having a 
keen sense of humour. All breeding stock are health tested through the BVA schemes. 
We have always stood by anyone we have ever bred and continue to. Integrity to our 

family roots and our beliefs. We are an old fashioned family kennel with old fashioned 
standards. Firmly set in the past and determined to stick to traditional style and men-

tal ability. Our family have done well in many different directions and continue to 
excel with anyone who wants to stretch themselves. From a cadaver dog to PAT dogs, 
from Search & Rescue to Agility, they are capable but equally happy to be loved in a 

family home. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mr Lim, Lyfame Kennels, Newbury. 07768 076805 
We use, recommend and distribute CSJ K9 Foods. 

Open Day is every Sunday 11am-2pm All Welcome. 
Access is wheel-chair friendly. To quote my late mother- 

'Contentment at home is the ultimate ambition'. 
Miss Rachel Paul, Ivory Farmhouse, Old Burghclere, 

Newbury, Berkshire RG20 9LP 
Mobile: 07808 078736 www.shadowsquad.co.uk 

Email: shadowsquad1959@gmail.com 
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The GSD League of Great Britain 

The GSDL was founded in 1919 and is the oldest GSD breed society in the United Kingdom. The primary objective of the GSDL is to 

protect and promote the German Shepherd Dog. As a member’s society, the GSDL also facilitates the participation of GSD owners in 

many activities which this versatile breed can excel in. 

The GSDL has been at the forefront of innovation – founding the BVA Hip scoring scheme in 1978, the National Dog Tattoo Register in 

1986 and the British Regional Groups in 2010 – running the first UK shows to have mandatory health test requirements on all adult dogs. 

The GSDL is a KC registered society and also a member of the World Union of GSD Clubs (WUSV). 

The GSDL Council is responsible for the proper running of all GSDL activities and its members are elected by its members. 

Whether your interest in the GSD is purely as a companion or you want to breed, show, train, or compete with your GSD,  this is the 

club to actively participate in to gain the most out of your love of the German Shepherd Dog. 
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GSD League Chairpersons Report Spring 2024  

 
Well here we are in 2024.  

 

2023 was a good year for us, our Members have been very successful in achieving their 

aspirations and objectives in a wide variety of differing disciplines and activities with their dogs, both on a National and 

International level. 

 

This was despite wider challenges we all faced, both in terms of a difficult and uncertain economic climate, and increased 

scrutiny and questioning from wider society over activities with, and even general ownership of our dogs.  

 

Congratulations to all, and a big thank you  also to the unheralded stalwarts who continue to work hard behind the scenes to 

ensure we are all able to fully enjoy our beautiful GSD’s. 

 

Good luck to all in 2024, and I wish you all success with your endeavours.  

 

This year the Council will present to the AGM  the Rule changes which (if approved) it hopes will empower the GSDL BRG to 

improve and expand the events and services it currently provides to our Members; please feel free to attend and comment. It is 

the intention of the Council to host a zoom meeting prior to the AGM where Members can ask questions regarding these changes 

(details to be publicised).  

 

I hope to meet up with many of you at the exciting and varied events the GSDL has scheduled this year.  

 

 

 
Chris Bows   
WUSV/GSDL Chairman 

Patron 

Wendy Stephens 

Council Members 

Henriette Bohnstedt 

Treasurer/Secretary 

Mrs Carole Lister 

President 

Mr John Ward 

Chris Bows 

Aly Brookes 

Warrant Wood Farmhouse 

Warrant Road, Market Drayton 

Vice Presidents 

Mr Syd Farley 

Mr Ron White 

Martin Davies 

Ray Epps 

Shropshire TF9 2JA 

Tel : 01630 638540 

Chairman 

Mr Chris Bows 
Chris Hazell  

Stephen Horrocks  

 

 Alison Lawrence  

Shirley Hutchinson 

General Membership Secretary 

Alison Lawrence 

 Carole Lister 

Wendy Stephens  

inuhausgsds@gmail.com   

GSD League Committee 
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British Regional 

Group 

 

Spring 2024 

I would like to express my thanks to the GSDL Council and my colleagues on the newly ap-

pointed BRG Sub-Committee for their faith in appointing me the interim Chair of the sub-

committee, whilst we prepare for the implementation of the proposed new rules for the BRG, 

as approved by the GSDL members at the 2023 AGM. 

 

The new rules would see the BRG being managed in a similar manner to the Working Dog 

Group, under the umbrella and control of the GSDL but with its own constitution, rules, mem-

bership, and AGM.  Membership of the BRG will be opened from 2025 and hold its first AGM 

in 2025.  BRG members would then elect the committee of the BRG.   

 

The sub-committee are planning an online meeting to be held ahead of this year’s GSDL AGM, to allow members the opportunity to 

ask questions or seek clarity on the rule proposals in advance of the AGM and be better informed.  Details of this online meeting will 

be widely publicised on the BRG Facebook page. Please look out for this and take advantage of it. 

 

The current BRG sub-committee is working hard to make sure everything is in place for 2025 and future proofed as much as possible 

to take us forward into the next years and beyond in a responsible and achievable way.  We are aware tweaks may be required in 

the first few years with a new set-up, but these changes or amendments can be driven by the elected committee and members 

when in place.   

 

Alongside this ongoing work, the sub-committee have listened to our exhibitors and in doing so have taken into consideration the 

uniqueness of British Dog Showing by introducing some new elements to make our BRG shows more competitive and attractive to 

British exhibitors whilst still maintaining the high standards expected in terms of health and character by the WUSV.   

 

The new initiatives for 2024 were the introduction of the frequently requested Best Dog/Bitch from 18 months onwards and a most 

promising Dog/Bitch for the younger classes where health testing is not mandatory.  We have also introduced, alongside our current 

annual Top Dog awards, a Top Kennel award, which for 2023 was won for the first time by Tanya Gray and her Kaizuka kennel.  

Many congratulations to her and her dogs and to all winners of the top awards in 2023.  We have maintained our certificate of Ex-

cellence award and our much sought after Gold Medals, with 2023 seeing a record number of 14 Gold Medals being achieved, 

which is no easy feat.  Congratulations to all dogs and owners on this fantastic achievement on behalf of the BRG Sub-Committee.   

 

We are looking at other events for the future, such as training days/young handler events as well as the future training pathway for 

judges.  The sub-committee will happily consider any well thought idea that benefits and protects the German Shepherd Dog and 

can help to encourage better participation in our shows and events.  

 

In dog terms, the GSD World is a small one and we need to pull together to protect not only our breed but our hobby. If everyone 

continues pulling in different directions it will only cause damage to us all.  Freedom of choice is paramount in our society but please 

keep in mind that just because you don’t like one or more parts of a system or maybe an individual within it, that should not deter 

you from participation and enjoying your hobby, as well as doing the best by your dogs and the breed. A recent quote which I used 

by Gustav Heinemann is very fitting at this time in the breed “He who will not change will lose that which he wants to preserve” 

 

I truly hope to see many of you at some of the super shows and events planned in the BRG calendar for 2024.  We have some new 

German SV Judges appointed, alongside some well-known faces, who will hopefully bring some fresh perspective and opinions to 

our show scene. 

 

Heather Macdonald 

Interim Chair of BRG Sub-Committee 
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WDG Chair report spring 2024  

 

The Working dog group have had another very successful year. We held our AGM on the 10th of February, 

and it was a quiet affair with no agenda items to be voted on. I was happy to report that we have seen 

an increase in our membership numbers for the 5th year in a row with an increase this year of 4% com-

pared to the same time last year. We currently have 43 active clubs, again an increase from previous 

years. 

This has also been reflected in our general activity level. 2023 was our busiest year since 2017 with 29 club 

trials, 3 major events and our annual helper licensing. We also send full teams to both the FCI and WUSV 

World Championships. 

Our most active clubs in 2023 were: 1st Severnside, 2nd Southern Counties & 3rd South Cheshire. 

The joint FCI selection trial 2023 was held on the 29th/30th of April, it was nearly full with 19 entries, 17 of 

whom ran, a significant increase from last year's 13 entries (11 ran). The stand-out performance came from 

Alan Woods who won the trial 20 points ahead of 2nd and 3rd place. The judging was clear and concise 

from Clemente Grosso and the helper work from Mark Rigby and Aiden Jackson was fair and consistent 

for all the competitors. 11 competitors qualified and the 5 top places who qualified for the FCI World 

Championships were: 

1st Alan Wood with Vrochas Cami at Shangay (GSD) 

2nd Chris Wilson with Carentino Czech Legendary (GSD) 

3rd Simon Hopcroft-Lopez with Vonkassel Helina (Rott) 

4th Claire Brown with Avonwolf Dynamite (Mal) 

5th Becky Lyons with Bataro vom Drachenwolf (GSD) 

Reserve: Jenny Richards with Avonwolf Deliverance (Mal) 

All the competitors entered in the trial were representing the GSDL-WDG. 

The joint selection trial for the 2023 WUSV World Championships was held on the 4th & 5th of June. The 

event was due to be judged by Uwe Stolpe (SV) but unfortunately, he was unable to fly due to illness and 

Fabrizio Coppola kindly stepped in at the last minute to save the day with great judging. The 5 team plac-

es for the WUSV World Championships in Hungary from 4th October to 8th October were all earned by 

GSDL members. The helper work from Richard Harrison and Jamie Bows was strong and consistent. 

1st Bethan Allen with Westmac Ddraig Kahlan 

2nd Ross Heron with Harcos von Peroh 

3rd Joanne Bridge with Kieztamarx Daxamite at Brueckwasser 

4th Becky Lyons with Bataro vom Drachenwolf 

5th Alan Wood with Vrochas Cami at Shangay 

Reserve, Aiden Jackson with Hartshill Achilles 

The annual helper licensing event was as always very well attended. Our thanks to Severnside for hosting 

the event and to Charlotte Wildman for organizing everyone. Also, thanks to the 5 judges in attendance 

and the helper trainers who do such a great job improving new club helpers and getting everyone ready 

for licensing. The helper pool currently consists of an impressive 43 licensed helpers: 5 A grades, 31 B 

grades, and 7 C for life helpers. The standard of the helper work throughout the event was super. 
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The FCI World Championship 2023 was held in Nova Gorica, Slovenia. 

Becky Lyons qualified for both teams and decided to go to the WUSV, so the reserve Jenny Richards 

stepped in. Thanks to Charlotte Wildman for acting as team captain and Jayne Wood as vice-captain. 

Results for Team GB at the FCI World Championships were: 

Jenny Richards with Avonwolf Deliverance (Mal):   89-81-87 = 257  50th  

Chris Wilson with Carentino Czech Legendary (GSD): 88-77-90 = 255 57th  

Alan Wood with Vrochas Cami at Shangay (GSD):  82-88-85 = 255 59th  

Claire Brown with Avonwolf Dynamite (Mal):  91-77-83 = 251 74th  

Simon Hopcroft-Lopez with Vonkassel Helina (Rott) 85 withdrawn ill 

A solid performance from the team with 4 of the 5 competitors qualifying gave us our first team score 

since 2011.  

In October the WUSV team travelled to Gyor Gyirmot, Hungary, Alan Wood who had qualified for both 

teams decided to go to the FCI so the reserve Aiden Jackson stepped in. Thanks to Chris Bows for acting 

as team captain and Jim Jackson as vice-captain. The team did a good job with 4 out of 5 qualifying 

and some nice individual performances, in particular Ross finishing in a super 27th place, and a 14th 

place as a team.  

Ross Heron & Harcos von Peroh:     94-91-83 = 268   27th  

Aiden Jackson with Hartshill Achilles:   94-79-84 = 257 48th  

Bethan Allen with Westmac Ddraig Kahlan:  88-83-71 = 242 71st  

Joanne Bridge & Kieztamarx Daxamite:     79-79-83 = 241 72nd  

Becky Lyons with Bataro vom Drachenwolf:  00-89-80 = NQ NQ 

. 
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The All Breeds Nationals on the 28th & 29th of October 2023 were hosted by North West IPO Club, our 

thanks to them for once again stepping up and hosting a major event, it was a great trial and very well 

organised, our thanks to all the North West members who helped out. The entry numbers were slightly dis-

appointing with only 12 entries, all GSDs, as the FMBB qualifier was held just 2 weeks later. The Judge; Rinus 

Bastiaansen (SV) was consistent and fair as always and our 2 helpers Milligan Montgomery (short) and 

Chris Wilson (long) did a super job. 

Congratulations to the GSDL-WDG Nationals and All Breeds Nationals Champion 2023:  

1st Bethan Allen with Westmac Ddraig Kahlan who won with a score of 96-91-88 = 275 

2nd Alan Wood with Vrochas Cami at Shangay 98-88-86 =272 

3rd Jenny Fincham with Finchpark Ella   97-84-83 = 264 

 

The year is off to a busy start, there has already been 1 club trial and there are another 8 scheduled. 

Dates have also been set for all the major event of the year. 

I look forward to a busy year ahead and wish all our members a successful 2024. 

 

 

Henriette Bohnstedt 

GSDL-WDG Chairperson  

 

For information on WDG activities and Club Trial Dates visit www.gsdleague-workingbranch.com 

Phil Sergent (Chair) & Martin Davies (Secretary) accepting the 

WDG award for the Most Active Club on behalf of the members 

of Severnside Sports Dog Club  
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DIARY DATES 2024 
 

These events are subject to change. 

 

 Club / Group Secretary Name Contact No E-mail 

 

 British GSD Training Club Ann Weeks 01744 810100 ann.weeks46@gmail.com  

 

 GSD League of GB Carole Lister 01630 638540 Carolelister21@gmail.com 

 

 The National Long Coat Club of GB Laura Jayne Ferguson   Laura9890@hotmail.com 

  Midland Regional  Group 

  
Maureen Lakin 01283 733333 mascani@outlook.com 

 

 North West GSD Group Debra Richardson   debgazclo@gmail.com 

 
Scottish Progressive Group 

  
Susan Cuthbert 

07591451520 

01592 720297 
cruaghaire@hotmail.com 

 

 Southern GSD Group  Carol Eastwood 07818683556 antilligsd@aol.com 

 

 West Yorkshire GSD Club Lyn Hudson   westyorksgsd@gmail.com 

mailto:ann.weeks46@gmail.com
mailto:Carolelister21@gmail.com
mailto:Laura9890@hotmail.com
mailto:mascani@outlook.com
mailto:debgazclo@gmail.com
mailto:cruaghaire@hotmail.com
mailto:antilligsd@aol.com
mailto:westyorksgsd@gmail.com
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WORKING DOGS 
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 2023 WUSV WC GB TEAM REPORT  

The Team this year was Bethan with Kahlan, 
Ross with Harcos, Joanne with Xam, Becky 
with Tarot and Aidan with Brody. Jennie was 
reserve but didn’t run her female Ella 

I was Team Captain and Jim was Vice Captain. 
Briefly, the journey there was punishing and at times scary, the venue was superb (as was 

our accommodation virtually in the grounds ) the company was super, and the 
weather accommodating. The staff running the event were helpful, friendly and pa-
tient, and the parking, ease of access and info provided to Team Leaders as good as 
I’ve encountered. Györ is also a beautiful town; and it’s ridiculously cheap. The judg-
ing was generally consistent, consequential and fair- with the Judges being open, 
friendly and very approachable. Altogether, apart from a few things I won’t mention 
here, a thoroughly enjoyable event.  
Jo, myself, Jim and Aidan met up in Holland and did a bit of training with our friends at 
VDH Kgr. Rivierengebied, Druten (thanks as ever guys) then travelled to Prague, met 
Bethan and had an afternoon with Martin in Slovakia (thanks Martin) then on to Györ. 
Met up with the rest of the Team Sunday 
morning and we sorted the vet check out in a 
couple of hours - then off for a little bit of 
familiarisation tracking.  

Monday was the practice which, given time constraints and potential for things going 
pear shaped, is always intense. Fortunately it all went well - but there were only sec-
onds left when Aidan finished the hides! 
Tuesday we took advantage of the kind offer of a well equipped training facility in 
nearby Budapest, (thanks Jozef and Fabrizio!) which was another great opportunity to 
get some training in. Tuesday night saw the start of things getting real with the open-
ing ceremony, the Team Captain’s meeting and, finally, the draw; a few anxious faces 
started to be seen!  
Wednesday saw the start of the event proper with Becky starting C, Aidan and Be-
than B and Jo out on the tracking fields.  
First up was Becky, who put a nice error free round until, unfortunately, Tarot failed to 
make contact with the sleeve in the long attack (sadly, a fairly common theme in this 
WUSV). This was a costly error, although Becky managed an overall good with 80 points.  

Next up was Aidan in B, who again put in a very nice, active and vibrant 
performance, marred only by Brody deciding to go freestyle and return over 
the A frame rather than the hurdle. Again, a costly mistake, Aidan coming 
away with a respectable 79 points.  
Bethan followed shortly afterward, showing very correct, focused obedience. 
Kahlan, unfortunately, decided not to return over the hurdle, but Bethen still 
came away with a “Good” and 83 points.  
Out on the tracking fields, after some concerning feedback re the conditions, 
Jo was seemingly confronted with what appeared with almost perfect condi-
tions, the first couple of dogs making very high scores. This wasn’t the case 
on Jo’s track however (she drew track 5); the conditions underfoot were 
totally different, and proved to be very difficult indeed; Xam nevertheless 
hunkered down and got on with it, coming out with a credible 79 points.  
Thursday saw Jo out first with C. Xam 
showed a very powerful and convinc-

ing round of protection with a few minor errors until the test of courage where, unfortu-
nately, he was unable to make his normal very powerful grip, and consequently ending up 
losing the sleeve and doing pirouettes before landing awkwardly (as did the helper); he 
immediately re engaged but was clearly winded and favouring his right rear limb after the 
out. This settled in the guarding and no further issues presented until the finish, Xam still 
earning an overall “Good” with 83 points. 
Becky and Tarot were next up and showed a very correct, attentive and speedy round of 
obedience, coming away with an impressive 89 points, in an event being judged with the 
scrutiny that this clearly was this was no mean feat; well done Becky!  
Ross was out on the tracking fields, where Harcos showed the Judge a very intense, 
measured and consistent track earning a super 94 points; very impressive work; well 
done! 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1428263004069002/user/100001144077370/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVzwVvdQI5cVYsg-wUCVWjR3wberM4Bu5oeqdsgaz16m9acdIrfaDT1Yir7WF0GzDK4l9DKvH1g8ayXthCTCIdcwDZ4OEBHchfmv8vILYoyGtdnk4fkyjvx53nU5Fqn3ZOy2Grl9xlsG94Ye-9_JzotDCDqbapFc3x5ATowrExrO
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1428263004069002/user/607410599/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVzwVvdQI5cVYsg-wUCVWjR3wberM4Bu5oeqdsgaz16m9acdIrfaDT1Yir7WF0GzDK4l9DKvH1g8ayXthCTCIdcwDZ4OEBHchfmv8vILYoyGtdnk4fkyjvx53nU5Fqn3ZOy2Grl9xlsG94Ye-9_JzotDCDqbapFc3x5ATowrExrOLOTQst
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1428263004069002/user/627309919/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVzwVvdQI5cVYsg-wUCVWjR3wberM4Bu5oeqdsgaz16m9acdIrfaDT1Yir7WF0GzDK4l9DKvH1g8ayXthCTCIdcwDZ4OEBHchfmv8vILYoyGtdnk4fkyjvx53nU5Fqn3ZOy2Grl9xlsG94Ye-9_JzotDCDqbapFc3x5ATowrExrOLOTQst
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1428263004069002/user/1051557799/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVzwVvdQI5cVYsg-wUCVWjR3wberM4Bu5oeqdsgaz16m9acdIrfaDT1Yir7WF0GzDK4l9DKvH1g8ayXthCTCIdcwDZ4OEBHchfmv8vILYoyGtdnk4fkyjvx53nU5Fqn3ZOy2Grl9xlsG94Ye-9_JzotDCDqbapFc3x5ATowrExrOLOTQs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1428263004069002/user/100000798963585/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVzwVvdQI5cVYsg-wUCVWjR3wberM4Bu5oeqdsgaz16m9acdIrfaDT1Yir7WF0GzDK4l9DKvH1g8ayXthCTCIdcwDZ4OEBHchfmv8vILYoyGtdnk4fkyjvx53nU5Fqn3ZOy2Grl9xlsG94Ye-9_JzotDCDqbapFc3x5ATowrExrO
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1428263004069002/user/100000183475375/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVzwVvdQI5cVYsg-wUCVWjR3wberM4Bu5oeqdsgaz16m9acdIrfaDT1Yir7WF0GzDK4l9DKvH1g8ayXthCTCIdcwDZ4OEBHchfmv8vILYoyGtdnk4fkyjvx53nU5Fqn3ZOy2Grl9xlsG94Ye-9_JzotDCDqbapFc3x5ATowrExrO
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1428263004069002/user/100005343735107/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVzwVvdQI5cVYsg-wUCVWjR3wberM4Bu5oeqdsgaz16m9acdIrfaDT1Yir7WF0GzDK4l9DKvH1g8ayXthCTCIdcwDZ4OEBHchfmv8vILYoyGtdnk4fkyjvx53nU5Fqn3ZOy2Grl9xlsG94Ye-9_JzotDCDqbapFc3x5ATowrExrO
https://www.facebook.com/groups/VDHRivierengebied/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVzwVvdQI5cVYsg-wUCVWjR3wberM4Bu5oeqdsgaz16m9acdIrfaDT1Yir7WF0GzDK4l9DKvH1g8ayXthCTCIdcwDZ4OEBHchfmv8vILYoyGtdnk4fkyjvx53nU5Fqn3ZOy2Grl9xlsG94Ye-9_JzotDCDqbapFc3x5ATowrExrOLOTQst-FKsytcHdX0hRf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1428263004069002/user/100000424734395/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVzwVvdQI5cVYsg-wUCVWjR3wberM4Bu5oeqdsgaz16m9acdIrfaDT1Yir7WF0GzDK4l9DKvH1g8ayXthCTCIdcwDZ4OEBHchfmv8vILYoyGtdnk4fkyjvx53nU5Fqn3ZOy2Grl9xlsG94Ye-9_JzotDCDqbapFc3x5ATowrExrO

