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The GSD League of Great Britain

The GSDL was founded in 1919 and is the oldest GSD breed society in the United Kingdom. The primary objective of the GSDL is
Dog. As a

promote the Ger man
this versatile breed can excel in.

Shepherd

The GSDL has been at the forefront of innovation

o founding the BVA Hip scoring scheme in 1978, the National Dog Tattoo Register

to protect and

member ds society, the GSDLlvitieslwkiah f ac

in 1986 and

the British Regional Groups in 2010 & running the first UK shows to have mandatory health test requirements on all adult dogs.

The GSDL is a KC registered society and also a member of the World Union of GSD Clubs (WUSV).

The GSDL Council is responsible for the proper running of all GSDL activities and its members are elected by its members.

Whether your interest in the GSD is purely as a companion or you want to breed, show, train, or compete with your GSD,

this isthe club to

actively participate in to gain the most out of your love of the German Shepherd Dog.
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GSD League Committee

Patron Council Members Treasurer/Secretary
Wendy Stephens Kelsa Bingley Mrs Carole Lister
Vice Presidents Henriette Bohnstedt Warrant Wood Farmhouse
Mr Syd Farley Chris Bows Warrant Road, Market Drayton
Mr John Ward Martin Davies Shropshire TF9 2JA
Mr Ron White Ray Epps Tel : 01630 638540
Chairman Chris Hazell
Mr Chris Bows Stephen Horrocks
Alison Lawrence General Membership Secretary
Carole Lister Alison Lawrence

Wendy Stephens inuhausgsds@gmail.com



British Regional Group

Looking Back and

Looking Forward

Shirley Hutchinson fi Secretary

The BRGO6s main activity is to run a progr ami
only assess dogs on the basis of their conformation but also take into consideration the

health status and working ability of the dogs. This is the factor which makes Regional

Shows different to those held under KC rules. Regional shows are generally judged by SV ‘
approved judges who undertake a rigorous training programme and are authorised to < o
grade the dogs they judge in line with international standards.

The BRG was formed in 2010 at a time when the ability for the GSD League to hold breed shows under SV principles was

being challenged by the Kennel Club. It was a time of great turmoil for GSD breed clubs who were required to conform

with the KC&6s restrictions on events not held under KC rul e
to the KC requirements and others who were committed to introducing mandatory health testing into the breed show

scene formed the British Regional Groups and affiliated with the GSD League of Great Britain who supported their aims
wholeheartedly.

In its first 10 years, the BRG established a well -recognised and supported scene of breed shows under SV principles and
is supported by many breeders and exhibitors. These shows have introduced many to breed conformation where

health testing and working ability is valued as part of the judging. Many, many top judges from around the World have
travelled to the UK and judged our shows.

The BRG has also established at least one koerung each year in the UK with full SV approval. Whilst koerung is not a re-
quirement for registering puppies with the KC, it is an internationally recognised breeding suitability assessment which
many UK breeders now subscribe to or aspire to. It is not easy to achieve but nothing worthwhile ever is and we are
building the infrastructure that supports those who want to achieve koerung whilst retaining show classes for exhibitors
who can6t or dondt want to work towards koerung.

The BRG with the support of the GSD League of Great Britain now has 2 SV Special International judges (Heather Mac-
donald and Shirley Hutchinson) and an SV Special National Judge (Wayne Vessey) all of whom qualified as SV ap-
proved character assessors in 2022 in addition to our GSDL  -WDG colleagues Phil Sergent and Gary Khakian

Since 2010, the show scene for all breeds has declined dramatically and the German Shepherd is no exception. Entries

at breed shows has diminished greatly & although Regional Shows generally achieve larger entries than KC shows, they
are still lower than in the early days which makes them difficult to fund. Covid in 2020 has exasperated this situation,

now in 2023 we are faced with the challenge of reinvigorating Regional Shows & making them attractive to established
exhibitors, accessible to newcomers and funded to ensure that the activities can be grown and improved.

For this reason, a proposal will be made at the GSDL 2023 AGM to restructure the GSDL -BRG from its current structure
into a similar format to the GSDL -WDG which has proven to be a successful model for development of a strong infra-
structure and dedicated following. If approved, individuals can choose to become members of the BRG to be able to

have a say in the future running of the organisation and will elect an executive committee who will be challenged to

develop a strategy to make the improvements needed to build a strong future for the breed in the UK. This will not only
address exhibitors concerns about regional shows but will set up a training system for aspiring judges, encourage young
people and newcomers, establish an entry level of show with lower running costs and easily accessed by exhibitors and
finalise the implementation of the WUSV Breed Harmonisation Programme by 2025.We hope that all breed members of

the GSD League will get behind this proposal and become involved in supporting and growing the SV style show scene

in the UK.

SV d Verein fuer Deutsche Schaeferhunde d German governing body for GSDs
KC & The Kennel Club & UK governing body for all dogs
WUSV 8 Weltunion der Veriene von Deutscher Schaeferhunde 8 World Union of GSD Clubs
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WDG Chair report

The Working dog group is going from strength to strength and is in a very healthy position. Our membership has growr
3rd consecutive year and is now well above 400. We have 40 active clubs around the country that have held 22 club trials in

2022 with 174 new BH and | GP qualifications. 2021 was a bumper
dogs have moved on to getting their IGP2 and IGP3 qualifications in 2022.

The most active clubs in 2022 were:
1st: Severnside, 2 "d: South Cheshire, 3 rd: Saltire
Congratulations to all three clubs and to everyone who got their dogs out on the trial field.

The Working dog group AGM for 2023 was held on the 11 th of February and ran very smoothly with only one item on the agen-
da for voting which was a change to the wording of a paragraph in the constitution, it was passed unanimously.

There have already been 2 club trials this year and there are another 6 trials scheduled for March and April.
2022 saw all the major events Nationally and internationally back on the calendar.

The first ever joint FCI selection trial was held onthe 9  t/10t April with 13 entries, 11 of whom ran. We saw some very nice work
and good judging from Lene Carlson who has previously judged obedience at the FCI World Championships. The 5 top places
who were all GSDL -WDG members qualified for the FCI World Championships:

1st Aiden Jackson with Hartshill Achilles

2nd | ewis Hartley with Finchpark Athos

3rd Jayne Wood with Helaka Asia

4t Ross Heron with Harcos von Peroh

5th Chris Wilson with Carentino Czech Legendary

Also congratulations to Mark Rigby (short) and John Padden (long) who were picked by the judge as the 2 helpers for the trial
and did excellent, consistent safe work

The annual helper licensing event was as always very well attended. It was particularly nice to see a lot of new potential A
grade helpers and we now have large pool of 8 A grades as well as 28 B and C for life helpers. The standard of the helper
work throughout the event was super.




The joint selection trial for the WUSV World Championships was held on the 9 th & 10t of July at Thornhurst Manor, Doncas-

ter. The event was judged by the highly respected SV Judge Volker Behrens. 13 teams competed for the 5 team places for the WU SYYJ
World Championships in Denmark from 28 th Septemberto2 o f Oct ober . |l 8m pleased to report t
reserve place were earned by GSDL  -WDG members.

1st Ross Heron with Harcos von Peroh

|EREEENa. (NANENED.. (NNNNENED. INNNENNNEA (NNEEENE

2nd | ewis Hartley with Finchpark Athos
3rd Alan Wood with Vrochas Cami at Shangay
4t Joanne Bridge with Kieztamarx Daxamite at Brueckwasser

5th Jayne Wood with Helaka Asia

Reserve, Phil Sergent with Helaka Annah

The FCI World Championships in the Czech Republic was the first international event of the year. 6 teams had met the requirem ents
of qualifying at the joint event and having also scored a minimum of 80 -80-80 and total 250 since January 1 st of the previous year. 3 of
the qualified teams had since chosen to go to their respective breed world championships so Team GB for the FCI World Champio n-
ships was:

Aiden Jackson with Hartshill Achilles
Jayne Wood with Helaka Asia

Chris Wilson with Caretino Czech Legendary

Unfortunately, Aiden6s dog was injured and unable to compete.

Jayne & Asia showed very nice performances in all 3 phases and finished in a super 32 nd place with 90 -91-87 = 268 beating the previ-
ous best position (51 st) at the FCI World Championships which have been held by her husband Alan Wood for the last 15 years. Chris

Wil son with the youngest dog in the competition put in nice pehef

track, they scored 24 -85-78.
Also thank you to Charlotte Wildman for acting as Team Captain and Alan Wood as vice captain.

In October the WUSV team travelled to Randers, Denmark, they did a great job with very nice individual performances and 11 th
place as a team. Congratulations to the whole team and thanks to the team captain Chris Bows and vice -captain Phil Sergent who
was also the team reserve with Helaka Annah.

Ross Heron & Harcos von Peroh scored 85 -84-89 = 258 and finished in 33 1 place

Lewis Hartley & Finchpark Athos scored 80 -85-92 = 257 and finished in 37 t place

Joanne Bridge & Kieztamarx Daxamite at Brueckwasser scored 85 -81-88 = 254 and finished in 41 st place
Jayne Wood & Helaka Asia scored 81  -87-75 = 243 and finished in 60 * place

Alan Wood & Vrochas Cami at Shangay scored 04 -89-93 and wunfortunately didnét qualify bu
high standard.

The last main event of the year was the Nationals which held on the 22 nd & 23rd of October at Ayrshire Athletics Arena, Scotland. The
event was hosted by Saltire Schutzhund group who organized an execellent event that ran like clockwork despite the inclement

weather conditions, thanks to all the Saltire members who were involved. The judge; Johannes Eitler (SV) provided many memora ble
moments and the 2 helpers Mark Rigby (short) and Jamie Bows (long) did a fantastic job in the mud delivering consistent and t esting
safe work.

Congratulations to the GSDL -WDG Nationals and All Breeds Nationals Champion 2022:
Alan Wood & Vrochas Cami at Shangay who won with a great score of 98 -95-96 = 289
2nd Ross Heron & Harcos von Peroh with 97 -98-91 = 286

3rd Lewis Hartley & Finchpark Athos with 97 -92-93 = 282

We have also been able to welcome a new judge, Julie West to our ranks in 2022 and our Existing judges Gary Khakian and Phil Ser-
gent are now SV approved character assessors and can be used for Wesenbeutailung.

The planning for the major events for 2023 is well under way and the first qualifier will be the Joint FCI Qualification tria lonthe 29t &
30th of April.

I wish all our members the best of luck with their dogs in 2023.

Henriette Bohnstedt - GSDL-WDG Chairperson
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NEW JUDGES

Character Assessments
which will be recognised by
the SV for German
Koerungs.

Let us introduce you to your

new UK Character
Assessment Judges.

‘ Approved Assistants

¢ Martin Davies

« Karen Khakhian
* Michelle Baker
e Zep Zizzi

Shirley Hutchinson Phil Sergent
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These events are subject to change due to pandemic restrictions

WUSV- BRG Calendar of Events 2023

2023 Date : Host Event Judges Venue
18 & 19 March 23 Midland Regional Character Assessment \?VT/ng:g;son, H Macdonald & Il\:lgzntSTFférgl\,lslowe
25 march 23 Southern Counties WDG Character Assessment Volker Behrens (SV) ,\ngegrmﬁ Common,
26 march 23 GSD league AGM Hatton Park
23 April 23 Scottish Regional BRG Show Brigit Newlands Strathaven Rugby Club
28 May 23 st Yg:l;if;fe osP Korung I(E;ilj:tr)]jggstlo SV approval) The

BAGSD / GSDL / Breed

10-11 June 23 .
Council

British Seiger tbc Ellistown Rugby Club

For more information visit www.gsdleague.com

SDE+

of Great Britain
W.US.Vmember

For information on WDG activities and Club Trial Dates visit www.gsdl -wdg.co.uk



GS D League
of Great Britain
Working Dog Group

§ W.U.S.V member

GSDL, BAGSD, BSDA OF GB
BRSDC, URDA, DAS & DSGB

ECIRJOINT QUALIFIER

29 & 30 APRIL 2023
Oakridge Arena, Newark, Notts, NG23 7NZ

JWDGE«|I"CLEMENTE CROSSO

TRACKING' || OBEDIENCE | PROTECTION

,‘ GSDL & BAGSD *’\

WUSV JOINT
QUALIFIER

SATURDAY & SUNDAY | JUNE 3 & 4
Moorside Rangers FC, Swinton, M27 8SN

JUDGE | .UWE STOLPE (SV)

TRACKING | OBEDIENCE | PROTECTION
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