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The GSD League of Great Britain  

The GSDL was founded in 1919 and is the oldest GSD breed society in the United Kingdom. The primary objective of the GSDL is to 

protect and promote the German Shepherd Dog. As a memberõs society, the GSDL also facilitates the participation of GSD owners in 

many activities which this versatile breed can excel in.  

The GSDL has been at the forefront of innovation ð founding the BVA Hip scoring scheme in 1978, the National Dog Tattoo Register  in 

1986 and the British Regional Groups in 2010 ð running the first UK shows to have mandatory health test requirements on all adul t dogs.  

The GSDL is a KC registered society and also a member of the World Union of GSD Clubs (WUSV).  

The GSDL Council is responsible for the proper running of all GSDL activities and its members are elected by its members.  

Whether your interest in the GSD is purely as a companion or you want to breed, show, train, or compete with your GSD,  this is the club 

to actively participate in to gain the most out of your love of the German Shepherd Dog.  
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GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG HEALTH UPDATE ð WINTER/SPRING, 2024/2025 

Further to the Health Update in the Autumn GSD League magazine, I now have a supply of fixative 

and supporting paperwork ready to send to owners of dogs affected with Haemangiosarcoma, to 

enable their vet to take a sample of tissue and send it to Nottingham University for the attention of 

Prof. Mark Dunning. It is important to collect these samples a soon as Haemangiosarcoma {tumours 

in the abdomen, including Heart, Liver, Kidneys and often the Spleen} is suspected. I am pleased to 

say that the word is being passed around regarding this and samples are being  collected.  

As some of you will know, I am a technophobe ! I was therefor relieved to find that I was able to 

participate in the meeting held by the Kennel Club on the 8 th January, 2025. It does make sense 

when attendees come from all over the UK and avoids the trek to Kenilworth.  

 The first part of the meeting covered the judging of the GSD at Crufts and the reaction of the spec-

tators over the handling and gaiting of the exhibits.  The judge at any Championship show is in con-

trol of the ring, so must make it a priority that all exhibitors know that they will be expected to follow 

Kennel Club rules, whilst they are officiating.  The dogs should be shown on a loose lead whilst 

standing and the collar should not be up behind the ears.  The behaviour and gaiting of the dogs 

are the main points of concern at Crufts. 8.7 million people tuned in to Crufts and 3 million tuned in 

to YouTube, so there is massive interest in pedigree dogs. The perceived reasons for putting dogs 

down in judging at Crufts, coupled with spectator reaction,  contributed to to the incident at Crufs 

a few years ago, which caused controversy. Crufts is a one -off and there are a lot of the gereral 

public there, who do not understand exactly what is going on. How to rectify this is an on -going 

challenge ! GSDs should have a calm, self -assured temperament and one of the attendees at this 

meeting said that the dogs look stressed at times when they were handed over to handlers, during 

outside attraction and the length of leads.  At other times, there are shows where the dogs are 

òstrung upó. 

Any contact with the general public over Cruftsõ should be directed to the Kennel Club Press Office. 

Under item 3, which included appropriate breed education, it was said that the wording of our situ-

a tion as a  Ca tegory 3 b reed  would  be c hec ked  and  reported  bac k  - a t the next meeting  ? 

These meetings are going to be a regular  occurrence, so if there anything you would like me to 

raise, please let me know.  

On the 12 th February, I joined a Webinar, presented by the Kennel Club, on Heart Disease in dogs. It 

covered a wide range of heart problems, but the GSD is not as badly affected as some othe 

breeds ð and not just the toys. One problem we do have is òSudden Deathó, which is exactly what it 

says. An apparently healthy dog suddenly drops dead for no apparent reason. It can occur in dogs 

at any age, but young animals are particularly affected. There are regular screenings for various 

heart diseases, particularly in toy breeds, by the Veterinary Cardiovascular Society and excellent 

illustrations were shown of heart weakness. Heart valves are a particular problem. Some diseases 

develop as the dog ages. I will not list the many signs that all is not well with your dogsõ heart, but 

coughing and exercise intolerance should be investigated. Ideally, to uncover certain inherited 

problems, screening should be undertaken before breeding. This webinar will be available in due 

course on YouTube and a heart survey will be sent to us.  

Chris Hazell (Mrs)      Breed Health Co -ordinator  

chrishazell44@gmail.com      Tel: 01544 327104 

 

mailto:chrishazell44@gmail.com
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GSD League Chairpersons Report Spring 2025  

Seasons Greetings to all our Members, old and new. 

 

As I sit here during twixtmas, (twixt Christmas and New Year), feeling somewhat lethargic as a 

consequence of seasonal overindulgence, my thoughts look back over the year, and wonder 

how things will go in 2025 for the GSDL. 

 

It has been a generally positive 12 months, with a steady increase in membership, a successful consolidation of our Breed 

Activities through changes to the structure of the BRG, and the continued development and growth of our highly successful 

Working Dog Branch. 

 

Our members have seen great success in both the Showing and in IGP, to whom I offer my congratulations (more of this is 

noted elsewhere in the reports of the BRG and WDB Chairs). 

 

On the International front we have seen welcome progress in differences that have for some time been impacting on the 

effectiveness of our parent International Organisation, the WUSV, and I hope and believe that it can now continue with the 

development, promotion and protection of our wonderful breed, the German Shepherd Dog; for we live in times where its 

future is genuinely under threat, for a variety of reasons, tied to both influences from both inside and outside the GSD 

Community. 

 

I would, therefore, ask that all those who have such influence, as a consequence of Judging or through their breeding plans, 

remember the words of the founder of our breed, Captain Max Von Stepanitz; 

 

"Take this trouble for me: Make sure my shepherd dog remains a working dog, for I have struggled all my 

life long for that aim." 

 

For he well knew that a working dog must remain a dog of balance, moderation and harmony, not one of extremes. 

  

I wish you all a happy and successful 2025. 

 

Chris Bows  

  

  

Patron  

Wendy Stephens  

Council Members  

Henriette Bohnstedt  

Chris Bows 

Treasurer/Secretary  

Mrs Carole Lister  

President  

Mr John Ward  

Aly Brooks 

Martin Davies  

Warrant Wood Farmhouse  

Warrant Road, Market Drayton  

Vice Presidents  

Mr Syd Farley  

Mr Ron White  

Ray Epps 

Stephen Horrocks  

Shropshire TF9 2JA 

Tel : 01630 638540 

Chairman  

Mr Chris Bows 

Shirley Hutchinson  

Alison Lawrence  

 

 Carole Lister  

Heather MacDonald  

General Membership Secretary  

Alison Lawrence  

 Ruth Southon  

Wendy Stephens  

inuhausgsds@gmail.com    

GSD League Committee  
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Zap _ breed disposition test  

When the SV decided to look at a new way of assessing dogs for breeding purposes, they introduced 

the concept of zap 1 and zap 2. Zap stands for Zuchtanlagprufung - test of suitability for breeding. As 

the two tests were developed, ZAP1 was renamed Wesensbeurteilung (WB) or Character Assessment. 

WB is now well established in the UK with our own assessors qualified to carry out full SV recognised as-

sessments. ZAP (formerly ZAP 2) is established in Germany as an alternative to IGP1. It consists of all the 

same elements as IGP1 but the requirement for precision is less - the test is aimed 

at assessing a dogõs predisposition to working as a fundamental requirement for 

breeding rather than a first step on the ladder towards IGP3. There is an explan-

a tory video on the SV YouTube Channel - unfortuna tely na rra ted  in German but 

you will get the gist of the requirements from it.  

Unlike WB, dogs will need to be trained to undertake a ZAP test but the level of 

precision is less.  

ZAP is accepted as an alternative to IGP1 as a pre -requisite for an SV koerung, 

all other requirements are the same; HD, ED, DNA, WB, AD and a show grade of 

at least good.  

A koerung achieved with ZAP has the same standing as one with IGP except, 

currently, it is not acceptable for the award of a VA grading. It has been sug-

gested that it should be so this may change in the future.  

A ZAP test is carried out as part of a working trial so can be organised by a GSDL Working branch. Cur-

rently there are very few SV judges qualified to judge ZAP but, hopefully, that will change in the future. 

Any club wishing to hold a trial with a ZAP test should select a judge with the letters B -ZAP against their 

name on the SV judges list.  

 

 British  

Regional  

 Group  
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GB Results from the German Sieger Show 2024  

 

A Huge  Congratulations to Craig and Hazel on Zandamor Franco's second VA.  

 

Congratulations also to all of the British exhibitors at this year's German Sieger. The work that goes into 

presenting dog's at the Sieger is immense so everyone should be totally proud of themselves and ob-

taining their gradings irrespective of the placing. (Although its obvi-

ously fabulous to be in the top groups)  

 

Working SC Male  

VA5 Craig and Hazel's Zandamor Franco  

V55 Mike's Reno De La Petite Laeticia  

 

Working SC Female          Reno De La Petite Laeticia  

V28 Heather's Zandamor Gigha                                                                     

Reno De La Petite Laeticia  

V31 Joe and Katy's Naisha vom Fichtenschlag  

 

Working LC Female  

V7 Sunil's Royal Du Val D'Anzin  

 

Young Dog SC Males          

SG32 Sunil's Tornado Du Val D'Anzin       Royal Du Val D'Anzin  

SG54 Craig and Hazel's Zandamor Hova  

 

Young Dog SC Females  

SG6 John and Rachel's Zandamor Handa  

SG52 Toby's Zandamor Happy  

SG74 Carter's Qwily vom Team Huhnegrab                                                    

 

Youth SC Males           

SG30 Ryan and Karen's Tramella Xellor       Tornado Du Val D'Anzin  

SG67 Lianne's Anton vom Haus Garyn  

 

Youth SC Female  

SG3 Ryan and Karen's Tramella Xavia  

SG13 Bev's Evawell Elise 

SG51 Paul's Kleeheugel Hetty  

SG56 Heather and Sharon's Glensmodan Raffi  

SG78 Paul's Kleeheugel Harriet       

           

           Zandamor Handa     

Youth LC Male  

SG14 Jim and Lisa's Rommel v d Tempelhoeve  

 

 

 

 

                        Qwily vom Team Huhnegrab                                                   
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WDG Chair report spring 2025  

 

2024 was another highly successful year for the working dog group. For the 6 th year in a row our membership in-

creased, this time by a very healthy 7% and we currently have 46 active clubs. It was also our busiest year on record. 

36 club trials were held with a total of 294 entries, an increase of 24% on the previous year. The statistics show that a 

staggering 112 dogs did their BH in 2024 and 81 dogs their IGP1 which is a good indication that we have a large num-

ber of young dogs coming through at the moment.  

Our 3 most active clubs in 2024 were: 1 st: South Cheshire, 2 nd : Pitsford & 3 rd: Jurassic  

For the first time in a few years, we were able to send a team of 3 to the Universal Sieger in France, they did a great 

job:  

Lisa Armstrong with Zederhaus Azara: 96 -89-80 = 265, SG4 and 6th place!  

James Weller with Delta von MaKeRa: 88 -83-87 = 258, SG2 and 9th place!  

Alison Lawrence with Cato Juttnerax: DQ  

In August, a new initiative, The GSDL -WDG Tracking Championships were held for the first time. This was spearheaded 

and organised by North West and was very well received by the membership, resulting in a busy day for the Judge; 

Dougie Bannerman. Our first tracking champions were: FPr1: Alicja Sylwestrzac with Valkyrie de Alphaville Bohemia. 

FPr2: Nicola Ferguson with Rottphoenix Delta and FPr3: Mari Ylivinkka with Rissies Japp.  

The qualification trials for the FCI and WUSV World Championship again resulted in both teams being made up of 

GSDL-WDG members. Both trials had an increase in entries compared to last year and where very well run thanks to 

our very capable volunteers.  

The joint FCI selection trial 2024 was held on the 5 th/6 th of April, it was a full entry of 20 for the first time. Excellent judging 

from Martin Kruiss and all the current top competitors entered made this a great event.  

The winner was Bethan Allen with Westmac Ddraig Kahlan, she and the other 2 top 5 placed GSDs later decided to go 

to the WUSV World Championships rather than the FCI World Championships.  

The joint selection trial for the 2024 WUSV World Championships was held on the 18 th/19 th May 2024 with the well know 

Judge Robbie De Jong officiating, super critiques and insights made this another great event.  

Top 5 and our team for the WUSV World Championships in Meppen, Germany was:  

1st Alan Wood with Vrochas Cami at Shangay  

2nd  Ross Heron with Harcos von Peroh  

3rd Bethan Allen with Westmac Ddraig Kahlan  

4th Bernard James with Odin -Pablo VD Ybajo Hoeve  

5th Jennifer Fincham with Finchpark Ella  

Reserve: Chris Bows with Vomtholou Drago  

The annual helper licensing event was as always very well attended. Our thanks as always  to Charlotte Wildman for 

organizing everyone. Also, thanks to the judges in attendance and the helper trainers who do such a great job improv-

ing new club helpers and getting everyone ready for licensing and the hosing club for making everyone welcome and 

helping out throughout the weekend. The helper pool currently consists of an impressive 44 licensed helpers: 5 A 

grades, 31 B grades, and 8 C for life helpers.  

Results from the FCI World Championships 2024 in Vinkovci, Croatia . 

Mark Montgomery with Bibi Urla (Mal) had to withdraw injured.  

Leeann Frame  Finchpark Cora    78 70 76 224 69th  

 

Kate Huggins  Edamenus Bekelda Injami  70 64 70 204 NQ 

 

Claire Brown            Avonwolf Dynamite   76 74 DQ DQ DQ 
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Chairman  

Henriette Bohnstedt  

Vice Chairperson  

Chris Wilson 
 

Treasurer 

 Alison Lawrence  

 

General Secretary  

Ruth Southon  

Online Membership Secretary  

Lucy Loi  

 

 

GSD Liason Officer  

Martin Davies  

Major Events Co -ordinator  

Jayne Wood  

 

Events Co -ordinator  

Aly Brooks 

 

Helper Co -ordinator  

Charlotte Elizabeth Wildman  

GSD League Working Dog Group Executive Committee  

Malcolm Gamon  Vayda Z Lomeckeho   70 -- DQ DQ DQ  

 

Results from the WUSV World Championships 2024 in Meppen, Germany   

Alan Wood  Vrochas Cami at Shangay   90 88 83 261 41st 

Bethan Allen  Westmac Ddraig Kahlan   91 89 79 259 48th  

Jennie Fincham  Finchpark Ella    91 90 70 251 69th  

Ross Heron  Harcos von Peroh    90 83 77 250 70th  

Bernard James  Odin -Pablo CD Ybajo Hoeve  60 81 86 NQ NQ 

The Nationals on the 28 th & 29 th of October were hosted by North West IPO Club, our thanks to them for 

once again stepping up and hosting a major event, it was a great trial and very well organised, our thanks 

to all the North West members who helped out. The entry numbers was excellent with the trial looking like it 

was going to be over subscribed, in the end it was a full entry of 20 of witch 18 ran.  

Congratulations to the GSDL -WDG All Breeds Nationals Champion 2024:  

1st Sally Hibbert with Avonwolf Double Dutch  97-90-91 = 278 

2nd   Bethan Allen with Westmac Ddraig Kahlan   96-92-90 = 278 

3rd  Alan Wood with Vrochas Cami at Shangay  97-89-89 = 275 

I hope 2025 is an equally successful year and I wish all our members the best of luck with their dogs. Happy 

training.  

 

 

 

Henriette Bohnstedt  
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These events are subject to change  

For information on WDG activities and Club Trial Dates visit www.gsdl -wdg.co.uk  

For more information visit www.gsdl -brg.co.uk  

Schedules can also be found on www.jaquenetta.com  
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GSDL All Breed National Championship  

26/27 October 2024            Judge : Henriette Bohnstedt  
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GSDL All Breed National Championship  

26/27 October 2024            Judge : Henriette Bohnstedt  

М  Handler  Dog  A  B C Total 

1 Sally Hibbert  Avonwolf Double Dutch (Mal)  97 90 91 278 

2 Bethan Allen  Westmac DdraigKahlan (GSD)  96 92 90 278 

3 Alan Wood  
Vrochas Cami at Shangay 

(GSD) 
97 89 89 275 

4 Brian Keenan  Avonwolf Falco (Mal)  95 92 84 271 

5 Jim Jackson  Hartshill Achilles (GSD)  74 92 96 282 

6 Leanne Frame  Finchpark Cora (GSD)  86 91 81 258 

7 Bernard James  
Odin -Pablo VD Ybajo Hoeve 

(GSD) 
82 78 93 253 

8 Claire Brown  Avonwolf Dynamite (Mal)  93 84 73 250 

9 Matthew Pitt  
Melania von der Reiherweisse 

(GSD) 
89 80 79 248 

10 Andrew Whibberley  Hanbar Valco (Rot)  90 75 80 245 

11 Gary Khakhian  
Hasko Zde -Sko Vomkazgar 

(GSD) 
84 70 81 235 

12 Becky Lyons  Bataro Vom Drachenwolf (GSD)  70 78 75 223 

13 Malcolm Gamon  
Vayda z Lomeckeho Polesi 

(GSD) 
ð ð ð DQ 

14 Dougie Bannerman  Kestenbar Luka (GSD)  ð ð ð DQ 

15 Lisa Armstrong  Zederhaus Azara (GSD)  ð ð ð DQ 

16 Aidan Jackson  Hundenkraft Quartz (GSD)  ð ð ð DQ 

17 Clare Higgins  Willow Z Gargamellu (GSD)  ð ð ð DQ 

18 Vera Langer  Kala vom Weinbergblick (GSD)  ð ð ð DQ 
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Thanks to  

Tricabella  

Photography  

 for the use of 

some of these 

photos  


