
 

GSDL of GB Canine Contagious Disease & Health Screening Policy 

Purpose 

To protect the health and welfare of all dogs attending GSDL of GB events by minimising the risk 
of transmission of infectious diseases and ensuring appropriate health protocols are followed. 

Scope 

This policy applies to all dogs, handlers, owners, exhibitors, and visitors at any GSDL of GB 
affiliated event, including conformation shows, IGP trials, training events, seminars, SV 
Körungs, and character assessments. 

General Health Requirements 

• Dogs must be clinically healthy and not showing any signs of contagious or infectious illness 
on the day of the event. 

• Dogs displaying signs of coughing, vomiting, diarrhoea, nasal or ocular discharge, lethargy, or 
unusual behaviour may be refused entry or asked to leave. 

• Owners are responsible for monitoring their dogs’ health before, during, and after events. 

Vaccination Requirements 

• GSDL of GB recommends owners vaccinate all puppies in accordance with veterinary 
guidance to prevent or reduce the impact of common contagious diseases.  

It is recommended that veterinary guidance is followed with regards to booster vaccinations or 
titre testing.  

Exclusion Criteria (Minimum 21-Day Rule) 

Dogs must not attend a GSDL of GB if within the last 21 days they have: 

• Shown symptoms of or been diagnosed with kennel cough, parvovirus, distemper, canine 
influenza, Brucella canis, or any other contagious illness. 

• Been in direct contact with a dog confirmed or suspected to have a contagious disease. 

Event Biosecurity Measures 

• Event organisers will not provide water bowls for shared use – owners are responsible for 
ensuring their dog(s) have sufficient access to fresh water. 

• Shared water bowls, grooming tools, and crates are not recommended unless between dogs 
from the same household. 

• Participants are advised to minimise unnecessary dog-to-dog interaction. 

Reporting & Compliance 

• Any illness arising during an event must be reported to the Event Manager or Welfare 
Officer immediately. 

• Dogs that become ill within 7 days post-event must be declared to allow for follow-up and 
contact tracing. 



 

• GSDL of GB reserves the right to refuse entry, request veterinary documentation, or take 
further steps to uphold this policy. 

• Non-compliance may result in exclusion from current and future events and notification to 
other organisations such as the Kennel Club, WUSV, APHA etc as appropriate. 

Guidance for Event Organisers on Managing Potential Contagious Disease Incidents 

1. Establish the Facts: 

o Gather detailed information about the potential contagious disease incident. 
This includes identifying the affected dog(s), symptoms observed, and any 
recent contact with other dogs. 

2. Carry Out a Risk Assessment: 

o Evaluate the potential impact of the contagious disease on the event. Consider 
factors such as the severity of the disease, the number of dogs potentially 
affected, and the likelihood of transmission. 

3. Follow Guidance from the BVA: 

o Refer to the British Veterinary Association (BVA) / Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons (RCVS) guidelines for managing contagious diseases in dogs. 
Implement recommended measures to mitigate identified risks, such as 
isolation of affected dogs and enhanced sanitation protocols. 

4. Require Veterinary Evidence: 

o For participants whose dogs are reasonably assumed to have a contagious 
disease, request evidence from a veterinarian that the dog is free from 
contagious disease. This should be in line with BVA /RCVS recommendations 
and include verification of the dog's microchip number by the vet. 

5. Communication and Compliance: 

o Communicate the procedures and requirements clearly to all participants. 
Ensure compliance by checking veterinary documentation and microchip 
verification before allowing entry to the event. 

By following these steps, event organizers can effectively manage potential contagious disease 
incidents and ensure the health and safety of all participants. 

Sharing of Information 

The GSDL of GB reserves the right to share information about incidents which arise and are 
addressed under this policy with its governing body, The Kennel Club, the SV, the WUSV, any 
authority upon evidence of their right to the information and other organisations which, in the 
opinion of the GSDL of GB Council may be significantly negatively impacted without notice of 
the matter in hand 

Contact 

For queries or reporting, contact: 

GSDL of GB Welfare Officer or Event Secretary 


